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* Of ns Holt Glorious and ever 


, Virgin M ARY;| 
Mother of 8 9D, 


Als, 


With a ſhort N relating 
to the Second Congregation of 
the ſame Sodality. 


Lord, I am thy Servant,” and the Son | 
of hy Handmaid, Pſalm 115. V. J. 
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under the uſual cenſure 
of Perſons too cautious. or 


= captious : Tis neceſſary to 
acquaint the Pious Rea- 


dier with what is deſign d 


what is deſir d: No doubt 


2 ſome will Object the high 


extolling of our Ladies 


Maternity. The Primitive 
Doctors hand down to 
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Die of Rules and 
Inſtructions (directed to So- 
3 dalfts) may probably fall 
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2 R E F A CE. 
a her Praiſes. No 


' found C atholick. will. of- 

fer t0 cenſure' or con- 

Hemn them. As to o- 
Ftßhers, who like the Æthi- 

oF * - goin Paint her Black, 
Lo 


them reflec} on their 
eren DoArine, 

fits to thoſe confeſs 55 by 

therſelves Orthodox Tea- 

| chers. A concomitant de- 

ie ie Book, ts to 

3 open cloſed Eyes i 70 ſee. and 

judge the (Tree by its 

Fruit, The Angelical*Doc- 

tor ſpeaks bur freely" in 

. Thom. her Honour. The Bleſ- 

r Virgin for ſo much 

S fei ier of God, 

fen infinite 4 

dignity, by reaſon © f 

nth the 


the Infinite Good, which 
is God? He "wiſely 
conſider d who enrichbd 
her, proportionably to pre- 
ſent lode and future" de- 
gn. In our Age ſome 
are ſo weakly or wickedly © 
cautious, as to ſet Truth 
out of fight, not to give he. 
_ Ihe Epheſian Pre- 

ates, Writing againſt Ne- 

ſtorius, were Jgnorant of 
this refind miſtaken zeal. 


Others will obſerve that 
the Inſtructions ought to 
be comply d with by all 
good Chriſtians, not only 
Sodaliſts. This is defir'd 
that they be only edify= 
ing Chriſtians. The: firſt 
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PREFACE 
Cauſe of Erecting the 
Congregation, was to in- 
ſtill Chriftian Principles in 
oppoſition to falſe Worldly 
Maxims. Even the foun- 
ding of Religious Orders, 
loo chiefly towards form- 
ing perfect Chriſtians. 
Ihe frequent change in 
Lives by this Devotion 
of the Sodality is ſo well 
known, that it needs not 
10 be proclaim d. It con- 
ſiſts not ſo much in pain- 
ful exerciſes of the Body, 
as in a Pious and Re- 
gular comportment of our 
' ſelves, and proceeds with 
ſweetneſs and efficacy. If 
the World abroad embrace 
this method, with a feeling 
;  ear- 
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REFA 
earneſineſs ; we Engliſh 

# Catholicks ought mot. to 
9 ſtand | off behind them, 
who hade always been 
7 addifled moſt eminently to 
Honour the Glorious Vir- 
gin. This Kingdom was 
Ancientlh calldʒ Dos Ma- 


that glorious Title, 


” Altho other Catholicks 
may be of Regular Lives, 
and punctually obſerve the 
Inſtructions laid before So- 
adaliſts; yet they partake 
not of . ſpecial. priviledges 
granted by the Sec Apo- 
ſtolick to particular Con- 
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future Happineſs. 


PREFACE 


communication of Prayer. 


In ſeveral ue mp it has 
efir d effects, 

how acceptable this Devo- | 
tion is to God, and profita- 
ie to Man. T. jrou the 
Mercy of our Redeemer, 

and Taterevh bon of his Mo- 4 
ther, thoſe who come to it 
will experience in them- 


ſelves the. like Bleſſings, ® N 


appear d by 


to their preſent Joy , 4 
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fraternities. Actual ad. | 
mittance capacitates them 
o theſe favours, and cauſes ® 
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The dignity of the Bleſſed Virgin 
and firſt 2 ecting of this Cor CO es: 


A gregatiun. R708 


1 Hope tis needleſs to expli- I. 
cate or enlarge upon the 
wonderful dignity of the Bleſ- | 
ſed Virgin, It would be a 


ſort of injury to a Chriſtian, 'much 
B more 
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2 The Dignity ß 

| more to a Sodaliſt, to reaſon him 

into a reſpe& for the Mother of 

God, upon ſuppoſition of igno- 

rance of ſo great a duty. That 

48. Pet, man conſidereth not * how great God 

Chryſ. ic, who doth not admire her Ma- 

Serm. 140. ternity. It ſeenvd ſufficient to the 

Holy Ghoſt, to ſet before us thoſe 

Ma., divine words of whom. Jeſus. mas 

1. 16, born, who is call d Chriſt, and left 

the conſideration of them to- our 

contemplation. The Evangeliſts. 

ſtop here, becauſe the Myſtery. 

48. Tho. was © ineffable. The illuminated 

Vill. erm. Mother of the glorious Bupriſt 

3· Inſtructed by reveal'd Faith, how 

great the dignity of a Crea- 

ture, rais'd up to carry in her 

ſacred Womb the Incargate Son 

of God, is, ſtood at great diſtance 

as unworthy. of her preſence, and 

Luc, 1. With a 4 loud voice cry'd out, whence 

43. is this to me, that the Mother of 

my Lord ſhould come to me? 

Such a high Idea all thoſe have 

of the Mother of God, who duly. 
reflect what God is. 


Hence 
* * 0 0 


Ch. 1. the B. Virgin. 3 
Hence the ancient Doctors and II. 
learned Divines ſtudy hard to 
explicate the Dignity, yet all fall. 
ſhort, and when they have ſaid 

all they can, they are obliged to 
imitate Geographers deſcribing the 
Globe by parts, who ignorant of 
many flouriſhing Kingdoms, ſet down 

in blank Terra incognita, God only 
comprehends the perfections of the 
Queen of Angels. We know that p 
e the Fleſh of Chriſt is the.Fleſh of *5.Auguſt 
Mary, ſo that ſhe might truly Sen. de 
ſay, what our firſt Parent did to Afump- 
Eve, this f nom is bone of my bones, t Gen. 2. 
and fleſh of my fiſh. The indivi- 23. 
dual hands ſtretcht out upon the 

Croſs, and the very precious Blood 

the Price of our Redemption, 

he 5 receiv'd from the Blood of his s Fuſch, 
Mother. Her great Prerogative Emill. 
runs high; ſhe may repeat thoſe dens de 
words ſpoken by the Eternal Fa- 
ther, with Heavens open'd, whilſt 

the Son of God ſtood in the R- 
ver Jordan, b This is my beloved b Matth, 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 3. 17. 
The trembling Seraphims adore 

the Son of Mary. 


B 2 The 
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III. The Holy Church of God with 
flameing hearts reſpects the Bleſſed 
| Virgin as a pure Creature, but ſo 
1 tranſcending, that a more perfect one 
in that kind cannot be Created. 
A greater World God may Cre- 
3 ate, and more glorious Cheru- 
S. Bo- bins in infinitum, * 4 greater Mother 
nav. Tom. he cannot Create. The ſpacious 
*. b.. Heavens with rowling Spheres 
; and reſplendent Conſtellations 
b P/al. are eaſy * Works of God's Fin- 
8.4 gers, the omnipotent Arm rais'd 
* „ Luk, x, Up this living Temple, and © be 
51. ſhew'd might in his Arm. We 
| | are not to meditate only what. 
3 ſhe was, before the Arch-Angel, 
| entred Nazareth, but what ſhe is, 
| ſince the Son of God deſcended, 
and was made Man. The Patri- 
& | arch Joſeph might ſeem contempti- 
3 ble in the obſcure dungeon and 
| heavy fetters, but when the po- 
N tent Monarch ſtil'd him the Saviour 
of the World, leting the Egyptian 
. Princes know, that without 4 Jo- 
| 41. 44. ſep's command u man ſhould move 
| a hand or foot in all the Land of 
; Egypt, the proſtrate People lookt 
F on him with different Eyes, ad- 
miring 


: 


t. The B Virgin. 


r 


* 


miring what he was become by 
Imperial favour. The application 
is obvious: She is Mother of the 
God of Pharoah. The knowledge 
of the Son carries its own light 
to diſcover the Dignity of her, 


who brought forth the Saviour of 


the World. 152 

The Faithful in all, ages have py. 
been extream tender of her ho- 
nour; inſomuch that the Primi- 
tive Church was ſtrangely alarm'd, 
when the wicked Arch-Biſhop went Nſtori- 
about to deveſt the Bleſſed Vir- ous. _ 
gin of that glorious Title of A- 
ther of God. Both © Eaſtern and © Anno 
Weſtern Biſhops full of Zeal for 431. 
her, and indignation againſt He- 
retical Neſtorius, aſſemble in one 


body to confute and confound the 


Hypocrite. The Epheſian People 

alſo thought themſelves concern d 

in the cauſe of their Mother, 
ſtanding at the Church door from | 
Morning until Evening *, (ſays he 8. Cy- 
who ſaw it, the Preſident of the ril. Tom, 
Councel S. Cyril of Alexandria ) 3. Epiſt. 
ſtill fearful, leaſt out of miſtaken 3* “ 
commiſeration, the pious Biſhops 

ſhould not lay the heavieſt Chains 


B 3 upon 


The Dignity of 
upon the Monſter Neſtorius. But 
when they underſt the peſti- 
lent Patriarch was depoſed, and 
's Spond! term'd s a nem Judas, deſigning to 
Anno431. diſhonour the Mother, as the old 
Judas had betray'd the Son; they all 
ran home as faſt as weeping Eyes 
for joy could ſhew the way, re- 
turning back , with Lights and 
Torches to bring the Prelates 
home in Triumph. The Women 
likewiſe forgetful of their Sex, 
procur'd Cenſars, and flung in 
5 S. Cyril. & Frankincenſe, and ſo went before 
ibid. the Conquerours of Hell and Hereſy. 
That night was ſpent in Prayer 
and Joy. Then more Churches 
were rais'd to the honour of God's 
Gen. 3. Mother, in deſpite of bim, * whoſe 
15. head ſhe had bruiſed ; whilſt exe- 
crable Neſtorius, like odious Cain, 
baniſht from place to place, in 
b Theod. the moſt horrid Deſarts of Thebais 
Lector ia found his blaſpemous Tongue to 


Collett. 2 ; f +; | 
Creden. rot in pieces, infecting his whole 


in Comp. Body with loathſome Ulcers, to 
in Theod. the end he might be a recorded 


— example of God's Juſtice upon the 
Lib. 14. unconverted Enemies of his Mo- 


cap. 26. ther. ; 


_ the B. Virgin. 


Ch. 1. . 


This was the primitive Spirit V. 
of Chriſtianity,* all Generations calls Tuc. 1. 


her bleſſed , uniting their Voices 42 
to beg her powerful Interceſſion, 
nniting their 75s to ſet forth 
the Bleſſed of Momen; till in the 
laſt Age Hell ſeem'd let looſe to 
puniſh the vicious World. Then 
ng the time Sacrilegious Renega- 
do's open'd the broad Gates to- 
wards charming Liberty, and un- 
der the Pharifaical Topick of ho- 
nouring God, declar'd War againſt 
the Court of Heaven. The Mother 
of God was markt at more then 
the reſt, as treading hardeſt on 
_ the Infernal Serpent. The Nor- 
thern World ran madly after what 
ſenſuallity call'd to; when it pleaſ- 
ed that Omnipotent God, who has 
paſs'd his unalterable word, that 
the Gutes of Hell ſhall not prevail, 
to raiſe up a Religious Order to 
defend the breach already made; 
and force back the advancits Ene- 
155 and through the apparent blef- 
of him who began the work, 
4 r'd ſucces fo 15 anſwer d 
zexlous intention, that it was the 
common opinion of all men, _ 
7 


8 
© Lets, 
Fuly 31. 


VI. 


f Conc. 


The Dignity of , © 
by the Oracle of the holy See e, 
that God ſet up the Society of 
Jeſus in oppoſition to Luther and 
modern Hereticks ; as in the like ne- 
ceſſities of his Church he had found- 
ed other Orders. This truth is 
read the Chriſtian World over, 
from whence may connaturally be 
gather'd, why ſuch Antipathy, why 
ſo much Oppoſition againſt the ſaid 
Order. | 

No ſooner was this New Or- 
der confirmed and ſettled by the 
Vicar of Chriſt, notwithſtanding 
publick and private efforts to ob- 


{ſtrut the work, all being ſilen- 


Trid. Seſſ. ced by the Authentick commen- 


25. cap. 
16. , 


dation of the General Councel ſits 
ting, then the Fathers thought 
of nothing more than ſhew ing 
gratitude to the Mother, from 


whoſe Son the Order had recei- 


ved ſuch Signal favours, and whoſe 
Name it bore. This devotion of 
honouring both, was firſt began 
within the little Church of the 
Annunciation in the Roman Col- 
ledge, by the Italian Nobility then 
Students under the Society. His 
Holineſs Pope Gregory the gy 

lat 


. 1e 
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Ch. 1. the B. Virgin. 


that time ſitting in St. Peter's 
Chair, 12 the deſign 
and means of the New Congrega- 
tion, call'd it a pious Inſtitute. 
To give encouragement towards 


a happy progreſs, by his ſolemn 


Bull, ad perpetuam rei memoriam, 
beginning thus, the Omnipotent God, 
he confirms the Inſtitute of the 
Sodality in the year of Man's 
Redemption 1584 in great form, 
calling the members of it Religious 
Schollars, granting Indulgences and 
rin favours . hereafter ſpeci- 

Now becauſe the Devotion had 
likewiſe been taken up with great 


Alacrity in the moſt famous Ci- 


ties of Europe, where the Societ 
of Jeſus Preach'd or Taught; his 
Holineſs by the ſaid Bull, provides 
for future Ages, Inſtituting and 
Erecting the Congregation for ever - 
That the General of the Society and 
his Succeſſours, or Vicar General, 
when ſuch are dead, untill another 
be Cannonically choſen, has power 
to Erect Congregations all the 
World over, not only for Students, 


but for all others of Chriſ*s Faithful, 


to 


VII. 


81 


The Dignity of - 
to make one Myſtical Body under 
the Protection of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, united to, and depending on the 
chief Roman Congregation, as 
Members on the Head, He like- 
wiſe impowers the General of the 
Society and his Succeſſors to com- 
municate to the new Erected Con- 
gregations or Sodalities all ſuch In- 
dulgences, and Favours, as are al- 
ready granted, or ſhall be gran- 
ted by the Holy See. Likewiſe by 
Apoſtolical Authority he decrees, 
that the Society of Jeſus, for the 
happy Government and Direction of 
the faid Sodalities, may make Statutet 
and Conſtitutions, and that the Ge- 
neral and Vicar-General may de- 
pute others to do the fame ; as 
alſo after they are publiſht, the 
Society may according to different 
conjunctures, change, correct, or ſet 
out other Rules, freely and lawfully, 
which are inviolably to be kept 
by the Sodaliſts; and that the Con- 
gregations are to be viſited by ſuch 
Prieſts, as the General ſhall ap- 
point. This Congregation tended 
ſo directly to the honour of God, 
that his Holineſs will gy 
Ry 


Ch. 1. the B. Virgin. 


Confirmation firm and perpetual, 
and not to be comprehended in any 
re vosations, Fee „ limitations, 
derag atious of Indulgences, or other 
grants, altho* in favour of St. Pe- 
ter's Church at Rome; or at the 
inſtance of Emperours, Kings, or 
other Princes, made in any wiſe 
by his Succeſſours of the Holy 


See, notwithſtanding it be expreſt 


out of our certain knowledge, our own 


motion and fullneſs of Apoſtolicat 
power; that ſo often as thoſe ſhall 


come out, ſo often theſe preſents 
ſhall be reſtor'd to their former 
ſtate, fully re-eſtabliſht and gran- 
ted anew, and fo are to be judg'd 
by all to whom they appertain. 
He decrees that all is void, and of no 
effect, whatſoever is attempted to 
the contrary, ignorantiy or witting- 
ly, by any of never ſo great Autho- 
rity. Laſtly, to terrify all from 
oppoſing in any fort ſo good a 
work, the Vicar of Chriſt puts them 
0 mind, that whoſoever with 14h 
oldneſs, went about to contradict 
this Erection, Grant, and Inſtitute, 
or even 2 to attempt it, ſuch 
au one ſhould know, hat he in. 


gurr a 


Ir 


12 


VIII. 


The Dignity of 
curr'd the indignation of Almighty 
God, a motive ſufficient to make a 


Chriſtian tremble. 
The Sodality of the Bleſſed Vir- 


gin after its Confirmation, was 


entertain'd by the Catholick World, 
with ſo much fervour and ſo great 


change in manners, that Pope Siæ- 
tus Quintus put. forth another Bull, 
in favour of the Congregation for 
2 perpetual Memery, obſerving that 
ſuch Congregations aim'd at the Sal- 
vation of Souls, and brought forth 
much Fruit to the Glory of God; he 
confirms again the Apoſtolical de- 
cree of Gregory the XIII, as fully 
as if the ſaid Bull were inſer⸗ 
ted word for word. Becauſe by the 
former grant, there ſeemed no o- 
ther Title approved than that of 
the Annunciation, his Holineſs gives 
full power to the General of the 
Society, Vicar- General, and their 
Succeſſours, to Erect ſeveral Congre- 
gations in the ſame place, accor- 
ding to the Quality or Number of 
thoſe who, are admitted, under 

other Title than that of the Annuncia- 
tion, and to communicate likewiſe all 
the Indulgences, Exemptions, Spiritual 
e Privi- 
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Priviledges and other Favours en- 
joy d by the chief Sodality at 
Rome, as fully as if from the be- 
ginning they had been granted to 
the New Congregations or Soda- 
lities: Impowering likewiſe the Ge- 
neral of the Society, or Vicar-Ge- 
neral to Diſſolve any, or all the 
faid Sodalities, if by experience 
they ſhall be found in any wiſe 
prejudicial - to the Colledges, or 
Profeſt Houſes of the Society. In 
fine, to finiſh ſo Glorious a work, 
Pope Clement the VIII. in favour of 


all Miſſions, Grants not only full, 
but perpetual Power to the Ge- 


neral of the Society, to Erect 
through the Chriſtian World Con- 
gregations and Sodalities, not on- 
ly in places, where the Fathers 
open Schools, but whereſoever any 


a one of the Society of Jeſus ſhall have 


13 


5 Clem. 


a Reſidence; with an entire Com- 8. dile& 
munication of Indulgences and Pri- Fili. An. 


viledges as aforeſaid, as ſpecia 


Members United to the Roman 


Sodality. 


In 


1 1502. 
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IX. In this great and approv'd Con- 
gregation, all Sodaliſts are regiſter'd. 
They partake of the continual 
Prayers of all their Brethren in 
both Indies, and throughout the in- 
habited World are remembred in 


daily Offerings. Where the name 


of Jeſus Chriſt is known, there 

his holy Mother is prais'd and 

cal'd on by devout Sodaliſts. For 

bS. Aug, them the ſpecial d hope of Sinners 
Serm. 18. ſtretches out thoſe bleſſed Arms, 
de Sanct. which ſo often carried the In- 
 _  carnate' Son of God. To all ſhe 
— is the Mother of the Living, but 
r her, ſhe is a more immediate Pa- 


IS. Tre. troneſs and © Advocate. They told 
nz. L. z. the Queen of Heaven, that they 
Cap. 33. were her perpetual Servants, and 
would never abanden her; and in time 
ſne will make a due return; and 
not forſake them at the dreadful 

| hour of Death. 
X. But if they expect the more 


particular aſſiſtance of ſo great a 


Mother, in al! their Actions, they 

mut be mindful of their Reſolu- 
tion, not to ſay, er act any thing 
apainſs her Honour, they muſt take 

10 


\ 


3, to thoſe who devote themſelves unto 
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to heart the following of her foot - 


ſteps, that is, the imitation of her 
Vertues, otherwiſe they go not 


after her. The memory of holy 


Souls gon before us doth like ſo 


15 


many lights ſet on high, direct es, Greg. 
us in the obſcure night of Paſ- Nifl. = 


ſions, 
Sands, where many have ſuffer d Ship- 
wrack ; fo the Faith of Abraham, the 
Chaſtity of Joſeph: , the Meekneſs 
of Moyſes point at the harbour, 
and teach us how to act, by pat- 
terns ſet before us. Tis true the 
Son of God came down from 


Heaven, not only as a merciful. 


Redeemer, but likewiſe as a di- 
vine Teacher, and the Eternal Father 


to avoid thoſe Rocks and vita Moys. 


f Ibid. 


commands us from the Clouds, 5 toi s Marth, 
hear him; · yet the Doctor of the 175. 


Gentiles who learnt the way 
to a holy Life from the ſame- 
Maſter, adviſes thoſe of Corinth 


to mind his Life, * be followers: of > ; Cor. 
me, 10 advantageous: a Sentence, 16. 

that he repeats. it. to his Converts:  -. 
at 2 Philipi and Theſſelonica, all * Ad Phil, 


" of 
by %_ 
7 | 
* 


over Greece, ſending the Doctrine 3.47: 
into Aſa, to be followers of them elf. 1. 


who through Faith and Patience in- 


herit 


6. 
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b A4 herit eternal promiſes d. This ſeems 
| . Hebr. 6. ſufficient to filence the malicious e- 
85 nemies of the Mother of God, 
who might ſuggeſt the why of 
| the Serpent, as why ſuch poin- 
| ting at the Virtues of the Mother, 
rather than enlarging upon thoſe 
of the Son her God ? The Holy 
Scriptures deliver the Doctrine, the 
Lives of Saints ſhew us the practiſe. 
This is one ſpecial reaſon of Fe- 
ſtivals in the Church of God, 
viz, to encourage ſome, and re- 
proach others; the firſt in i- 
mitating, the laſt in being fo 
unlike to thoſe, whoſe Lives they 
Read, whoſe Days they Celebrate, 


but of more Chriſtian practice and 
reſolution. TY 

XI. Amongſt all the ſignal Exam- 
ples of Heroical Vertue, there : 


that the Mother of God is 
the moſt perfect. She alone 
out- ſhines the Court of Heaven, 
as the Sun the numerous Conſtel- 
lations; all other Saints ſeem to 
looſe their light, when ſhe ap- 
pears. By this admirable * 


men of the ſame Fleſh and Blood, 


can be no diſpute with Chriſtians . 
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ample we are to form our Lives, _ 

as to © what we ought to avoid, © SAT | 
what to correct, what to embrace. Vis oof 
Here Virtue ſtands before us in 
lively Colours, deſcribed as in a 
Picture. In the following Chap- 
ter Sodaliſts find ſuch Vertues 
as were moſt eminent in their 
lorious Mother, either ſet down 
in holy Scriptures, or deliver'd by 


Apoſtolical Tradition, and recom- 


mended by Ancient Doctors, with 
all ſuch means and motives as may 
conduce to the obtaining ſome 
degree of her wonderful Perfecti- 
on. 

It was thought rational to En- XII. 
title this Sodality, of the Immacu- 

late Conception, becauſe we of this 
Nation ſeem to have a greater 

ſhare in the Immortal Glory of 

the Feaſt, than other Kingdoms 

joyn'd together. The Feſtivity was ©* Cirea 
firſt Celebrated publickly at the Au. 1070. 


e Sixt. 


then thrice happy Canterbury a, and , 1. 


the Chriſtian World with great gxtray. 
earneſtneſs took up the Devotion Tit. de 
from us e, obſerving the ſame with Relig. Bas 


ron. in 


© Yearly Ottaves, not as the Santi - — 
¶ fication, but Conception of the Im- Mart. 


E maculate Rom, 


18 
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maculate Virgin. The Privilege is 
grounded on ſo ſtrong reaſons, 
that few offer to oppoſe it. Our 
firſt Parents were Created in Ori- 
ginal Innocence, ſo were the An- 
gels, and muſt not the Mother 
of God find equal favouar? The 
Omnipotent commands to Honour 


Exod. a Father and Mother, yet ſome would 


20. 12. 


XIII. 


nies his Power, but that he could 


Goodneſs, and concern for her Ho- 


. Pliagce 3 for all that, 6 


have his own Mother, ſo diſho- 
noured as to have been a Slave 
to Satan. Who ſays the Son of 
God could not preſerve her, de- 


and would not, Robs him of all 


nour. I only touch the point, but 
will not diſpute it here. 

Before we enter upon Orders 
and Inſtructions, its neceſſary all 
underſtand that none of the fol- c 
lowing Rules carry any obligation v 
of Sin, even Venial, excepting ſuch u 
as point at Divine Precepts, and 
poſitive Laws of God; yet they 
are to have ſuch diſcerning thoughts, 
as to conclude them worth the 
obſervance. Evangelical Counſels 
do not command a Soul into com- 


Ch. 1. © the B. Virgin. 
of both Sexes mount an Horiſon 


of a clearer Light ; they have a 
ſtedfaſt Eye on b Heavenly Trea- 


49 


b Mat. 


fare, and give attention to , then 9 21. 


wilt be perfect. Men of the World 
condemn themſelves as Idiots for 
omitting opportunities of Riches or 
Preferment, much more a Soul e- 
levated by Divine Faith, cannot 
commit the folly of looſing a more 
glorious place among the Angels, 
becauſe of no obligation under Sin 
to procure it. Tis a great miſ- 
fortune that the Soul ſeems to be 
in a ſlumber, and will not ſtretch 
out a hand to take hold of an 
Immortal Crown, whilſt the De- 
vil's Servants ſpare no pains to 
procure everlaſting miſery. - 
Upon the Reading of theſe Rules, 


corrupt Nature will Keep a noiſe 


with Carnal Arguments, and. ti- 
morous Inclinations will give back 
at things of ſich Perfection. The 
Ninth Chapter will folve the doubts 
ſhewing in ſhort what is deſſr'd 
and wiſht for, more than requir d. 
It weakneſs work too much on the 
Will, the holy Goſpet command- 
ing Precepts, and recommending 

C 2 Coun- 


XIV. 


20 The end of the Sodality, and the 


Counſels will be thought hard to 
be obſerv'd. The Sodaliſts are to 
encourage themſelves, that the 
© Pal. © Law-giver ſhall give 4 Bleſſing, they 
Gy. ſhall go from Vertue to Vertue with 
great eaſe, and rejoyce in the per- 
formance, as labouring for the ſight 
of him who makes the Seraphins 


happy. 


88 
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CHAP. IL. 


The end of the Sodality, and the 
manner of Admittance. 


2 


; Sodality or Congregation 
is an uniting diverſe perſons 
together under a certain Rule, to 

rform the ſame voluntary Acts of 
Religion and Devotion, for ob- 
taining ſome pious end. Theſe 
are very Ancient in the Primitive | 
Chureh, as may be gather'd not | 
only out of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, | 


but even out of Heathen Plizy, * 
giving an Account to Trajan, how Þ 
that in compliance to his Kan 
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had forbid the Chriſtian * Heræriat, lin. 
or Sodalities, that is the proper Lid. 10. ; 
ſenſe of the word, as Plato uſes 15.8. 
it, cited by b Suidas, not to come . 
lower than Conſtantine the Great, An. 100. 
in the Year 336, this pious Em- 

perour ordain'd a Sodality for Bu- 

rial of the Dead, which Anaſtaſius 
endow'd with Revenews e. The «© Juft; 
holy Councel of Trent recommends Novel. 
to the Prelates of the Church, Conftit, 
the Confraternities of Lay-per- * 
ſons, and the Chriſtian World 

finds the good effect of them, 

where ſuch are Eſtabliſht. The 

end of this Sodality, we Treat of, 

the Vicar of Chriſt declares to be 


2 the Glory of God, deſir d Salvation Greg. 


of Souls, ſpiritual comfort and exer- 13. & Six. 
ciſe of good works. All this may V. in Bull. 
be perform'd, no doubt, without 

entring into Congregations, yet it 

ſeems more eaſy when encourage- 

ment and example is given by 

each other, to go forward with 


greater reſolution in the way of 


Vertue. Learning may be aequir'd 


k by private diligence, yet publick 


Schools are open d, that Youth to- 
gether may forcibly, as it were, 
ons G 3 attain 


2 The endof the'Sodaliy, -t 


| attain to knowledge. Moreover 0 

the immediate bleſſing of God is 

upon ſuch Congregations, and 

e Mat. Chriſt is in the midſt of them e, 
18. 20. hecauſe gather'd in his Name. 
IL, Beſides the final deſign, there 
were concomitant and ſtrong rea- 

ſons which induced not to deferr 

the work. Firſt, To honour the 

Son of God in his moſt pure Mo- 

ther, and proclaim to the World, 

f Luke , blefſed is the Womb that bare thee, 
11. 27. very neceſſary at a time, when 
ſome, call'd Chriſtians, ſo much 
forgot themſelves, as to vilify the 
Admirable Mother. Secondly, To 

renew the Spirit of the Primi- 
tive Church impugned by new 
NeForians, bolder in practice than 

the former, altho* in terms they 
would not own the Doctrine. 
Thirdly, To place devout Souls 
under the ſpecial Protection of 
*S. Aug. fo. potent a Patroneſs, who * af- q 
— * forded ſuccour to the periſning World. 
| A fonrth motive was more pecu- 
culiar in that conjuncture to the 
Society of | Jeſus ; it marcht up 
bOratio. b 4 4 freſh ſupply to ſtrengthen the 
St. Jgnat. Church Militant, was rais'd to prope- 
Late 
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gate the greater glory of God's Name. 

Adverſaries were many, and the 

Conflict like to be of long con- 

tinuance, ſo that it ſeem'd neceſ- 

ſary to implore the help of the « Reſp. 

moſt potent Virgin, who had quaſht „. in of. 

all © Hereſies throughout the World. B. M. & 

TX The Society therefore Inſtitutes a Bern. 

Congregation, which by lifting up on 

of hands, like 4 Moſes on the m_ . 

Mountain, might aſſiſt to Con- 4 Erd. 

quer. 17. 
Whereas the end of this Con- IIL 

gregation is the Glory of God, and 

exerciſe of Chriſtian perfection, 

great Care is to be had, that none 

be taken in, whoſe Lives are 

Scandalous or Offenſive. There- 

fore it is expedient, that the Pre- 

fect and Conſultors inform them- 

ſelves in time, concerning the man- 

ners and converſation of ſuch who 

deſire to be admitted, and pro- 

ceed accordingly. Let only thoſe 

be admitted, Who ſeem qualified 

according to the Rule, and are in 

circumſtances for the obſervance 

of the ſame. Altho' they may ſeem 

Vorthy of the Sodality by an 

x cdffying Life, and become Mem- 
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bers of ir, yet if they fall from 
fervour into ſcandals and diſor- 


ders after Admittance, they are 


to be Diſmiſt without Reſpect to 
Perſons. Greater regard is to be 
had of the Glory of God, and the 
Honour of his Bleſſed Mot her, 
than all other Temporal Induce- 
ments whatſoever. He that loveth 
others more than Chriſt, is not wor- 
thy of him. 

Whoſoever delires to become a 


Sodaliſt, conceiving highly of the 


great advantage they may receive 
thereby, are to have recourſe to 


ſorye Father of the Society of Je- 


ſus, who has power to admit into 
the Congregation. After ſome try- 
al and conſideration of the Rules, 
which will be ſhew'd them; to 


the end they may fully underſtand 
what is expected from them, 


they are to be admoniſht to pre- 
pare for a general Confeſſion of 


their whole Life, that they may 
enter with greater purity. If late- 


ly. they have made ſuch a Con- 


feſſion already, it will be ſuffici- 


ent to. give account of themſelves 


lince the laſt general one, accor- | 
| ding 
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ding to directions of Confeſfours, 
who -may determine what is to 
be done in this by ſcrupulous 
Perſons. Altho' there is no ne- 
ceſſity of repeating what is al- 
ready accounted for, yet the ad- 
vantage is very great. Youth for 
the moſt part wants due conſide- 
ration, aud looks on many crimes 
in different proſpects: Were their 
whole Lives ſet down before 
them in one clear Light, Men 
would deteſt themſelves as Mon- 
ſters. A general Confeſſion is too 
often neceſſary; defect of real 
grief, or reſolute purpoſe of a- 
mendment, renders Confeſſion Sa- 
crilegious or ineffectual, altho' the 
crimes are fully declar'd with all 
the ſpecies and number. What- 
' ſoever defects may intervene at 
particular times, are ſecurely recti- 
ty'd by. a general Repentance. 
Thus the Soul not only puts on 
Armour, but has an outwork to 
keep the b Tempter at great di- 
ſtance in time of tryal, when at 
the dreadful hour of Death, diſ- 
mal fears are prevented, by call- 
ing to mind, that accounts were 

made 


* 
VI. 
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made not only by Months, but over 
again by Vears. 

They may make choice of any 
approv'd Confeſlor, whom they 


ſhall judge more proper for their 


Spiritual comfort. The Church of 
God gives leave to all Chriſt's 
Faithful to take thoſe Guides they 
find ſecure and zealous. It will 
likewiſe be a great diſpoſition to- 
wards a worthy entrance, if the 
Candidates fet a part ſome hours 
for Spiritual retirement, Which has 
made great reformation of man- 
ners in diverſe Kingdoms. They 
are to enter this Recollection 
with a heart diſſengag'd from o- 


ther buſineſs, as having before 


them matters of greater weight 
than the trifling concerns of this 
tranſitory World. They muſt al- 
ſo prepare a Wax-Candle which 
is to be bleſſed and offerd after 
Admiſſion. | 

When the Father is ſufficiently 
ſatisfy'd concerning the perfor- 


mance of what 1s requir'd, he 


ſhall give timely notice to the 
Candidates, of the day and hour 


they are to be taken into the So- 
litt 
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dality of the Bleſſed Virgin. That 
Morning a Praying place decent - 
ly cover'd, is to be ſer without 
the Cancels; upon this, the Pro- 
feſſion of Faith, according to the 
order of the Tridentine  Councel, 
with the Formula' of Admiſſion ;. 
after an Exhortation in Praiſe of | 
the Mother of God, the Father of 
the Society, who admits, is to: 
begin with the Litanies of Loret- 
to, at which all the Candidates 
ſhall Light their Candles (in imi- 
tation of the Devout Epheſian 
People) whilſt the Church is gi- 
ving the Mother of Chriſt ſuch 
juſt and glorious Titles. Theſe 
being ſaid with a Fen: Creator af- 
ter them; the Prefect, or who 
ſhall be appointed, is to Read. 
with a clear and audible Voice, 
by ſhort Clauſes, the Profeſſion 
of Faith, and all the Candidates 
bal Anſwer after him as follow-. 
en. | 
IN. N. with a ſtedfaſt Faith, do VIE, 
Believe and Profeſs all and everything 
* contain'd in the Symbol of Faith, 
* which the Holy Roman Church 
* doth uſe. To wit, I believe in 


© one 
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© one God the Father Almighty, 


© maker of Heaven 'and Earth, of 


all things viſible and inviſible. - ® 


© And in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
© the only begotten Son of God, 


born of the Father before all 


© Aves. God of God, light of 
light, true God of true God, 


© begotten not made, Conſubſtan - 


© tial to the Father, by whom all 
© things were made, who for us 
Men, and our Salvation deſcend- 
ed from Heaven, and was Incar- 
© nate by the Holy Ghoſt of the 
Virgin Mary, and was made 
© Man, was Crucified alſo for us 
© under Pontius Pilate, he ſuffer'd 
© and was buried, and the Third 
© day he roſe again, according to 
© the Scriptures, and aſcended in- 
to Heaven, he fitteth at the 
© right hand of the Father, and he 
© ſhall come again with Glory, 
to judge the Quick and the 
© Dead, of whoſe Kingdom there 
© ſhall be no end. And in the 
© Holy Ghoſt, Lord and giver of ' 
© Life, who proceedeth from the 
© Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is to- 

- gether | 
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© ether ador'd, and conglorified, 


© who ſpake by the Prophets; 


© and in one Holy Catholick, and 


© Apoſtolick Church; I confeſs 


© one Baptiſm for the Remiſſion 


© of Sins, and I expect. the Reſur- 
erection of the Dead, and the 
© Life of the World to come. 
© Amen. I do moſt ſtedfaſtly ad- 
© mit and embrace Apoſtolical 
© and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, and 
© all other obſervations and con- 
© ſtitutions of the ſame Church. L 


= © admit alſo the Holy Scripture, 
= © according to that ſenſe which 


© our Holy Mother the Church 
©hath held and doth hold, to 
© whom it appertains to judge of 
© the true ſenſe and interpretations 
© of Holy Scriptures ; nor will I 
© ever underſtand or interpret the 
© ſame otherwiſe than according 
© to the unanimous conſent of 
© Fathers. I profeſs likewiſe that 
© there are Seven truly and pro- 
* perly Sacraments of the New 
* Law, inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt 
* our Lord, and neceſſary for the 


Salvation of Mankind; altho' 


- not all for every one, to wit, 
| * Baptiſm, 
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30 he end of the Sodality, and the 
© Baptiſm, Confirmation, Euchariſt, 
© Penance, Extreme unction, Order, 
© and Matrimony; and that the 

© conferr Grace : and that theſ: 
© of Baptiſm, Confirmation, and 
© Order cannot be reiterated with- 
© out a Sacriledge. I do alfo re- 
© ceive and admit the received and 
© approv'd Rites of the Catholick 
© Church, in the folemn admini- 
© ſtration of all the above faid 
© Sacraments. I receive and em- 
© brace all and every thing which 
© hath been defin'd and declar'd 
© by the Holy Synod of Trent, 
© touching Original Sin and Juſti- 
© fication. I likewiſe profeſs that 
© in the Maſs is offer d to God, 
© a true, proper, and propitiatory 
© Sacrifice for the Living and 
© Dead, and that in the moſt ho- 
©ly Sacrament of the Euchariſt, 
there is truly, really, and ſub- 
* ſtantially the Body and Blood, 
t together with the Soul and Di- 
*vinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that there is made 4 Con- 
verſion of the whole ſubſtancde 
of Bread into the Body, and of 
whole ſubſtance of Wine * q 
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© the Blood, which Converſion the 
© Catholick Church calleth Tran- 
© ſubſtantiation. I confeſs alſo 
© that under one kind alone whole 
and entire Chriſt is receiv'd, 
and a true Sacrament. I con- 
© ſtantly hold that there is a Pur- 
© gatory, and that Souls therein 
© detain'd are holpen by the ſuf- 
© frages of the Faithful. Like- 
© wiſe that the Saints reigning 
© together with Chriſt are to be 
© Honour'd and Invocated, and that 
© they offer up Prayers to God 
© for us, and that their Reliques 
© are to be had in Veneration. I 
© moſt ſtedfaſtly affirm that the 
© Images of Chriſt, and of the 
© Mother of God always Virgin, 
© and of the other Saints are to 
© be had and retain'd, and that 
due Honour and Veneration. is 
© to begiven to them. I affirm alſo 
© that the power of Indulgences 
was left by Jeſus Chriſt in the 
© Church, and that the uſe of 
© them is moſt wholeſome to 
© the Faithful, I acknowledge the 
* Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Roman Church to be the ary 
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© and MiſtreG of all Churches, 
© and I promiſe and ſwear true 
Obedience to the Biſhop, of Rome, 
© who is the Succeſſour of Bleſ- 
* ſed Peter Prince of the Apoſtles, 
© and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. Like- 
© wiſe I undoubtedly receive and 
© profeſs all other things that are 
© deliver'd, defin'd, and declar'd 
© by ſacred Canons, and Oecumi- 
© nical Counſels; and eſpecially by 
© the moſt holy Synod of Trent, 
© and moreover all things contra- | 
© ry, and whatſoever Hereſies con- 
* demn'd by the Church, rejected, 
© and anathematized, I in like man- { 
© ner do condemn, reject, and ( 
© anathematize. This true Catho- 


© lick Faich, out of which no Man * 
can be Sav'd, which at preſent, 8 
on my own accord, I profeſs bo 
and truly hold; the ſame tc 
© will 1 be diligent to retain and 80 
© confeſs whole and undefil'd moſt th 
conſtantly (God aſſiſting me) to — 
© the laſt breath of my Life, and as dr 
© much as in me lies, that it be of 
© Held, Taught, and Preach'd, by th 
v all under me, or thoſe whoſe care 8 


* - , 
+» thall appertain to me by my ae - — 
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© I the fame N. N. do promiſe, 


© vow, and ſwear, ſo help me God, 


© and theſe Holy Goſpels of 
*Gode:o, 

Here the Candidates ſhall come 
up by turns to. the Book, and 
placing their hand upon the ho- 
ly Scripture, Read one after a- 
nother the end of the Profeſſion, 
beginning at thoſe words, I the 
ſame N. N, and reverently kifs 
the Goſpel, in Teſtimony of the 
Promiſe made to God, rather to 
ſpill their Blood with the Tri- 
umphant Martyrs, than deny the 
ſolemn Profeſſion made before the 
Court of Heaven. 

In the mean time thoſe who 
are/to be admitted, muſt enter- 
tain themſelves with thoughts up- 
on the immenſe favours of God 
to Mankind, in beſtowing ſuch a 
Son, and providing ſuch a. Mo- 


ther, preparing hearts to receive. 


more Graces ; that the time is 
drawing near, when the Mother 
of God will become a Mother to 
them, by Adopting into her Con- 
gregation devoted Servants, who 


conſecrate themſelves to the imi- 
D tation 
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VIII. 


IX. 
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tation of her Virtues. Al Gene- 
rations call her Bleſſed, but they 
muſt -mount the flame of Devo- 
tion higher, by fervourous and 
frequent Repititions, begging that 
they may carry themſelves as Chil- 
dren worthy of ſo great a Mo- 
ther, by a holy Life to fit them- 
ſelves for everlaſting Glory. 

Immediately before holy Maſs, 
the Candidates are to be admit- 
ted. Then were it poſſible, they 
_ muſt give God a new right to 
their hearts, that if it were not 
commanded, yet they would free- 
ly ſerve him, becanſe he is infi- 
nite Goodneſs. They muſt come 
_ likewiſe inflam'd with affections 
towards the Bleſſed Virgin, and 
fervent deſires through her Inter- 
ceſſion of becoming unalterable 
ſervants of her immortal Son our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, In this 
diſpoſition, one by one, renoun- 
cing the finfol Maxims of the 
World, they ſhall ſay in Latine, 
or in Engliſh the Admiſſion Pray- 
er as follows. | 


Santi 


E 
1 
t 


ct 


© mea. 


- \ Anfta Maria, Mater Dei & 


Virgo, Ego N. N. te hodie in 


* Dominam, Patronam, & Advoca- 


tam eligo, firmiterque ſtatus ac 
© propone, me nunquam te derelictu- 
* Tum, neque contra te aliquid un- 
© quam difturum aut faſturum, ne- 
© que permiſſurum ut 4 meis ſubditis 
© aliqguid contra tuum honorem un- 
© quam agatur, Obſecro te igitur, 
© ſuſcipe me in ſervum perpetunm, ad- 


"© ſis mihi in attionibus omnibus me- 


© is, nec me deſeras in hora mortis 


Amen. 
In Engliſh. 


LIOIy Mary Mother of God 

and Virgin, I N. N. do 
© chuſe you this day for my La- 
© dy, Patroneſs, and Advocate, 
and I firmly reſolve and pur- 
© poſe never to abandon you, nor 


*© at any time to ſay or a@ any 


© thing againſt you, or to ſuffer 


© any under me to do any thing 


© againſt your Honour. I beſeech 
© you therefore to receive me for 


Jour perpetual ſervant, - to be 


D 2 preſent 
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© preſent with me in all my actions, 
and not to forſake me at the 
* hour of my death. Amen. 


When the Prayer is ended, 
the new Sodaliſt fhall deliver 


his Candle to the Aſſiſtant at ho- 


ly Maſs, to be placed upon the 
Altar, ſending along with it a 
flaming heart, to be preſented 
by the Bleſſed Virgin before the 
Throne of God, beging by the 


infinite Merits of Jeſus Chriſt her 


Son, whom with all humility he 


Matth. 5. is going to receive, that his light 


17. 


ſhine before Men, that they may 
ſee bi good works, and glorify him, 
who has made this change. So 
ſoon as the reſt of the Candidates 


mall have perform'd the like holy 


Ceremony, they are to be preſent 
at Maſs, and Communicate, ima- 
gining piouſly to themſelves, that 


they receive out of the Arms of 


the Mother of God her immortal 


Son, as the deareſt pledge of her 


unchangable protection; whom they 


are to entertain with the moſt 


Heroical acts, devotion can ſuggeſt : 


putting themſelves from that. mo- 


ment, 
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ment, as it were, out of their 

own power of doing any thing 

which may diſpleaſe or diſhonour 

- good 'a God, fo great a Ma- 
er. | 6 
Laſtly, after Admittance, they XIII. 

are to preſent themſelves to the 

Secretary of the Congregation, and 

deſire leave to have the ſatisfaction 


of Writing their own Names 
down in the Book of the venera- 


ble Virgin, that they may Regiſter 
themſelves as her perpetual Ser- 
vants. This will be an additional 
comfort, for if the aſſurance of 
a Names Written in Heaven, would a Tus. 
cauſe juſt tranſports * reſembling 10. 33. 
the joy of Angels, it cannot but 
be ſome diſpoſition of having them 


ſo recorded, when they are ſet 


down as devoted Servants {to the 
Mother of our Saviour. Unhappy 
Sodaliſts whoſe Lives anſwer not 
their calling! Their private ' fins 
may lurk to prevent a cancelling, , 
of their Names in the Book of the 
holy Congregation, whilſt perhaps 
the Pure Mother is ſaying in Heaa 
yen, b whoſoever ſins, I will blot him d Exod. 
opt of my Book, | * 
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Of the means to attain the End 


of the Sodalit). 


LL thoſe who, by the ſpe- 
cial favour of the Immacu- 
late Virgin, are call'd to the So- 
dality, let them take theſe words 
of hers ſaid to the Servants at 
the Marriage Feaſt, as directions 
to themſelves, what ſoe ver he ſhall 


2 5- ſay unto you do it, not only what 
1s commanded, but recommended, 


by my Son. Bleſſed are the meek, 
blefſed are the clean of heart, bleſ- 


| ſed are they that mourn, with other 


divine Maxims ſet before them, 


. muſt be receiv'd as truths deli- 


ver'd from God: The practice of 


ſinful mankind is not- to be re- 
garded; men by their Lives look 
on the Eight Beatitudes as Para- 
doxes, or aſſertions contrary to 
common Doctrine, but as Vice 


cannot be authoriſed by example, 


ſo the Goſpel ſtill ſtands good a- 
gainſt Plurality of Voices. To 
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Ch. 3. Means to attain the end 
To make familiar to themſelves 


the knowledge of their duty as 


Chriſtians and Sodaliſts, they will 


find great comfort and advantage 
by learning the method of mental 
Prayer, in imitation of the Mo- 
ther of God, who by daily medita- 


tion went about, the Ander : 


of 4 the Law and Prophets. No 


ll. 


d Ori 18 


profound knowledge is requir'd Hom. A. 


in this performance, tis ſufficien 


they act as in obvious worldly 


buſineſs, diſcourſing by the under- 


ſtanding and reſolving by the will 


upon things Temporal and Eter- 
nal. They muſt weigh attentive- 
ly in the ballance of the Sanctu- 


ary, the deformity and inconve- 


nience of Sin, with the beauty and 
advantage of Vertue. *Tis won- 
derful-Mortals have ſo many things 
to ſpeak to Creatures, and no- 
thing to ſay to God. They can 


eloquently lay open their neceſſi- 


ties to Men, and will not repeat 
the ſgme words to their Redeem- 
er, who would aſſiſt them if they 
diſcourſed their affairs with him. 
Directors will inſtruct the Sodaliſts 
in this * knowledge of Saints, and 


D + 5 inform 10. 10. 


t in Luc. 
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III. 
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inform them in what manner they 


are to proceed. Suddain Death, 
rigid Judgment, intollerable Hell, 


long Eternity, will force them into 
ſerious Thoughts, and whilſt they 


meditate the priviledge and reward 
of a good Conſcience, a peaceable 
Exit, the beatficial Viſion, the im- 
mortal Soul placed amongſt An- 
gels, fruition without fear of 


change, they will prize good Life 
at a high rate, and conclude Sin 


the deareſt of bargains, by which 


o great a Treaſure is exchang'd 


Eternally. | 
Thoſe who cannot diſcourſe with 
the underſtanding, may take ſome 


ſentences of holy Scripture, and- 


leiſurely ponder the words, ſen- 
ding up jaculatory Prayers ſo 
long as freſh thoughts come up- 
on them, b keeping all thoſe words, 


aud conferring them in their hearts: 
None can be fo {thoughtleſs as 


that they cannot with ſome ad- 


vantage Paraphraſe thus to them- 
ſelves. 
may ſerve as an Example how to 


Take one verſe which 


Moralize on Prayer or Precept, 
Ge touch» 
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touching it in ſhort; c What doth « Matth, | 
it profit a Man if he gains the whole 16. 26. 


World, and ſuſtains the dammage of 
his Soul? Here the Sodaliſts may 
conſider, how ſtupid mankind lets 
it ſelf looſe to run greedily at- 
ter Profit, whereas did men reflect 
on the right notion of Loſs and 
Advantage, they would act with 
greater caution and reſerve - The 
Profit is little, the Loſs great, the 
Profit ſhort, the Loſs eternal; and 
ſuppoſe the enjoyment of ſome- 
what longer durance, the pur- 
chaſe is not worth the ſeeking 
after by Man. What is Man's 


Life? 4 A vapour appearing for a Facob. 
little time. Man is like a falling © *”* 


Leaf, a flying Shadow, a paſſing 
Dream, ſcarce Born but Buried; 
Man expecting every moment to 
be call'd to judgment: Then, what 
if he had gain'd the whole World ; 
ſoon left and loſt ? What is 4 
guſtus better for the Empire he 
long enjoy'd, or Alexander for his 
Aſian Conquelts ? Tis true, they 
are prais'd, but where they are 
not ; and horribly tormented where 
they are; how many looſe their 

Souls 


42 
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Souls for leſs than the whole World? 


A pleaſing: fancy is too often 
the price of an immortal Soul, 
and — leſs than Thirty pieces of 
Silver the Son of God is Sold o- 


ver again. Thus the Soul will 


raiſe its ſelf and exclaim, ſottiſh 
poſterity of Adam! Why till 
greedy after the forbidden Fruit? 
Why the exchange of Paradice 
for a morſel ? Lift up the Bal- 
lance, and weigh the Prefit and 
Loſs: Short Enjoyment, long Re- 


pentance; trifling Advantage, im- 


menſe Dammage; Profit of Riches, 
Loſs of Soul; a little World, a 
great God. By theſe conſiderations 
and affections, with many more 
our Lord is pleaſed to beſtow- on 
thoſe who ſeek him, the Soul 
will blot out ſuch falſe notions, 
as ruine the greateſt part of man- 
kind, and diſengage it ſelf from 
the bewitching World. The ſame 
method 'of Prayer may be obſer- 
ved in pondering . the Pater Noſter, 
Apoltles Creed, or Ten Commande- 
ments, offering affections at every 
word or clauſe. ; 


In 
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In this exerciſe of the mind, 
one thing is material to be ob- 
ſerv'd, that the Sodaliſts be not 


diſinaid when they do not experience 


ſenſible devotion, or diſcourag d 
by Aridities. Let them give Pray- 
er its full period, and conclude 
that their good Angels ſay to 


43 
IV. 


every one, be there untill I ſhall = Matth, 
tell thee, although by unvoluntary 2. 13. 


diſtractions they ſeem to be in 
Egypt, rather than in God's pre- 
ſence. *Tis generous and Heroi- . 
cal to ſerve the Creator without 
any prefent comfort, whilſt others 
like mercenary forces will not 
march forward except they have 
preſent Pay. Let them proceed 
with conſtancy, the reward will 
come with intereſt and advantage: 
Thus to perſevere in Prayer with- 
out any ſpiritual viſitation, is to 
follow the Son of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin into the Garden of Gethſema- 
ui, and being in a ſort of Agony, 
bro Pray the longer, 

Special care is to be had that 
Vocal Prayer be perform'd with 
recollection and attention. As 


Mental conſiſts not in cloſing _ 


b Tuc. 


43. 
V. 


e the Soaality. 
the Eyes, ſo neither Vocal in 0- 
pening of the Mouth and forming 
words. They are to reflect who 


gives them audience, the ſame 


great God © under whom thoſe ſtoop 
who carry the world, before whoſe 
infinite Majeſty the inflamed Sera- 
phins with cover'd * faces ſtand 
adoring, ſcarce able to look up 
towards ſo great glory. Yet this 
great God is with all his power 
ſo good, that he earneſtly invites 
b the Son of Man a worm to a fa- 
miliar converſe.. They are to have 
a great watchfulneſs over them- 
ſelves not to abuſe the divine free- 


dom, but to the utmoſt of their 


power commanding back all world- 
ly buſineſs, approach with reſpect 
and reverence as to place and 
poſture, conſidering well what they 
ſay themſelves, otherwiſe it is no 
reaſon the Omnipotent ſhould hear 
what is deſir'd with careleſneſs. 
They are likewiſe by an Act of 
Faith to aſſure themſelves, that 
our mercifull Redeemer is well 
pleaſed, when we humbly beg his 
immediate direction, even in the 
leaſt of Temporal concerns, that 

ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs may tend to his Honour 
and Glory, with reſignation to 
that fatherly hand which diſtributes 
Crowns or Croſles as infinite Wif- 
dom ſees expedient. 

They are not to be ſo forward in 
ſpeaking to God, as not to. hear 
our Lord ſpeaking to them. This 
is done by giving frequent atten- 
tion to holy Inſpirations in the 
reading of ſuch ſpiritual Books as 
lead them to perfection. The Bleſ- 


VE 


ſed Virgin © /poke little (that is to *S.Amb; 
men) and read much; few follow L. 2. de 
her example. Many Souls profit Vs: 


not in Vertue, becauſe the Leſſon 
is ſeldom Read over ; on the con- 
trary they go about to unlearn 
the Doctrine of Chriſt by conver- 
ſing with ſuch Authors as deſcribe 
the worſt of Vices in lovely co- 
lours. With theſe, to Read whole 
Volumes treating of paſſionate 
Love, a deſire is raisd ſoon to 
return to the place left of at, and 
noted down; whilſt one half hour 
in the Following of Chriſt is con- 
cluded with abſolute nauſeouſneſs 
of Manna, running mad after the 
traſh of Egypt. No Book Projudt 

| cia 
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cial to Faith and manners , muſt 
find place in the Library of a 


Sodaliſt, there muſt be ſuch as 


move to the love of God and 
contempt of the World, which 
tis wiſht they will read daily one 


quarter of an hour, to make the 


Soul of a generous diſpoſition to 
obſerve cheerfully divine Commande- 
ments. 

There needs not recommending 
to them the uſe of holy Sacra- 
ments, the advantage and neceſ- 
ſity is ſo well known by any be- 
lieving «Chriſtian, that it 1s an 
intolerable neglect in men not to 
fit themſelves for a happy Eter- 


nit y, by making a laſting peace 


with God upon eaſy terms. They 
muſt reflect that they appear at 
the ſacred Tribunal to confound 
themſelves and change their Lives. 
A diligent examen, a clear unfoul- 
ding of their fins, a real grief, 
and ſtedfaſt purpoſe muſt all con- 
curr, for if any one he wanting, 
the Repentanee is void, and Sa- 
crilegious. Great preparation is 
requir'd to receive worthily the 
Son of God. The glorious Vir- 


gin 


- 
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gin entertain'd him ful of Grace. 


They are to frequent the Sacra- 


ments once every Month, and oft- 
ner as they ſhall be directed, but 


47 / 
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1. 28. 


not to go to holy Communion 


more than once in Eight days, 
without ſpecial reaſon, or ſome 
extraordinary Feaſt. When they 
Receive the Bleſſed Sacrament, a 
priviledge is granted, reſembling 
that of the admirable Mother, to 
have withia them the Immortal 
Son of God. This thought;alone 
would be ſufficient to cauſe weak 
Man to looſe himſelf in extaſies 
of Love, did not the tepid diſpo- 
ſition of the careleſs receiver ob- 
ſtru& the divine effect. 

\ To the end that reſolutions 
made after Receiving may be 
more firmly. obſerv'd, the Soda- 
liſts are to ſet themſelves ear- 
neſtly to work in rectifying their 
intentions as to daily actions. 
The Mother of God ſo purity'd 
her thoughts, that b when the bo- 


VII. 


b Ambr. 


dy ſlept, the Soul was watching, e- Lib. 2. de 
ven then reaſon over-ruPd fancy. Vs 


They at leaſt may take the pre- 
cious advantage in the * 
0 
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of giving the firſt thoughts to 
- God, and make an offering of 
themſelves the whole day after, 

Cr. ſo that © whether they eat or drink, 
1% 35... or: any thing elſe, all may be to 
the glory of God. In all their 
actions, to have God's honour the 

final end, all other motives being 

leſs worth their pains or ſtudy, it 


| 
will be of great advantage, if 
before any conſiderable action, 
they enquire of themſelves whether t 
or no the execution be pleaſing | 
to Almighty God, and become an t 
adoptive Child of the Queen of { 
Heaven? Thus by actual intention Þ 
the meaneſt of their actions are 4 
meritorious. They Eat to enable C 
them to ſerve God better, el 
and lie down to Sleep with in- d 
tention to refreſh the wearied Bo- 11 
dy, that it miy riſe next Morn- 
; | 


ing with greater vigour to ſerve 
ſo good a Maſter - ſo of other ph 


* Luk. actions: which is to fulfil, * that M 
18. 1. it behoo vet h always to Pray, and not to b) 
be weary. O what a Treaſure is ſe 

loſt. viz. A more reſplendent Et 
Crown in Heaven, which might OT 

with eaſe have been procur d, by a * 


ſhort 
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| ſhort. internal act before every 
conſiderable undertaking, and in- 
different in it {elf as neither Pra- YN 
hibited or commanded, ſaying b my b Tus. 
Soul doth magnify our Lord, and let 1. 46. 
this be done to che Breater glo- 

ry of God. 

They are to be preſent daily at IX. 
holy Mak, if they can convenis 
ently, when occaſion offers. It is 
ill management to mark out all 
the hours of the day for ' world- Pe 
ly buſineſs, and repine at one half 
hour given to God. Let them 
ſet a high value upon this divine 
performance, and aſſiſt before the 
Altar, as if in view of Mount 
Calvary, where their dear Redeem- 
er bled and expir'd for them. No 
doubt men may call upon God 
in any place, but thoſe who de- 
ſire more ſpecial inſtructions, will 
find Chriſt Teaching e in the Tem- + La 
ple, It is an hono ven of God's 8 
Mother, not to be abſent, when 
by an unbloody Sacrifice her Bleſ-- 
ſed Son is again offer d to the 
Eternal Father. Then Heaven ſeems 
open'd to ſend down | bleſſings 


on thoſe that kneel among the 
| | E Angels, 


— 


ſire of receiving ſo great a Gueſt, 


15. 27. 


ry 


Alms to thoſe unworthy of his 
' Preſence. By theſe means, through 
the powerful Grace of God, de- 


ſing all the malice of Hell cannot 


of the Sodality. 12 
Angels, at that time waiting on 
their Creatour and King of Glo- 


Thoſe whoſe affairs permit not 
actual aſſiſtance at Holy Maſs, 
may contrive how to recompenſe 


in ſome ſort that great Devoti- 


on, by ſpending ſo much time in 
Recollection, as would have been a 


piouſly imploy'd before the Altar. 


They may call to mind the. chief 
paſſages of the ineffable Sacrifice, 
offering up. the Paſſion of Chriſt, 
which he has made their own. 
They may conceive an intenſe de- 


and Communicate Spiritually, ſend- 
ing before acts of Faith and in 


Love in an humble poſture, beg- E 
* Matth. ging with the Cananean the * Crums 


that fall from the Table, and be- 
ing they could not come to him, 
he would vouchſafe to ſend an 


votion may ſo  encreaſe, that the 
Soul will ſet it ſelf above the 
World, in poſſeſſing of a bleſ- 


deprive 


-- 
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deprive it of, God's favour and a 
quiet interiour. 


C HAP. IV. 


1 How the Mother of God ts 
to be Honour d her So- 
daliſts. obs A 


UR merciful Redeemer being l. 
upon the great work of 
Man's Salvation, to be compleated 
by the commending of his ſuffer- 
ing Spirit into the hands of his 
Eternal Father, deferrs a while the 
publick Redemption, that he may | 
not leave his Mother - tnbenour'd.. 4 Ambr. 
Few were the words he laid r e. 
bleeding on the Croſs: The firſt F 
concern, as the beloved Diſciple 
and Eye-witneſs ſets it down, 
was to let the Church know the 
Treaſure he left it, his own Mo- 
ther, to be ſuch an one to the 0 
believing World, * behold thy Me= » 70. 
ther, recommending at the ſame 19. 27. 
time a tenderneſs for Mankind, 
E 2 „ ' behold 


n * * g 
* * 
* 
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behold thy Son. The Bleſſed Vir- 

| gin is therefore to be honour'd 
e Albert. as the © Mother of Jeſus Chriff 
Mag. A- by Generation, and of all Chriſtians 
/ Regeneration. , The now glorious 

* * Hun in Heaven have found the in- 
fluence of her protection, ſo that 
ſne was juſtly ſtil'd the Gate ef 

Heaven : Next after Chriſt by her 
powerful Interceſſion they entred. 

This Morning Star ſhew'd the way, 

this Tower of David afforded Ar- 

mour. to Conquer Hell. . She was 

taken up to Heaven Body and 

a Secre- Soul for this reaſon, 4 that ſhe 
ta in Vi” might interceed for our Sins, before 
gil A- the Throne of God. Trembling 
OE Sinners, have recourſe to the com- 
« Anſelm, Paſſionate Mother, when they dread 
de Excel. to appear before the exaſpera- 
i rag ted Judge, and by this -means 
gy 4 ſometimes Salvation comes on with 
gina. greater calc. | 
II. Great ought to be the Devo- 
tion towards ſo powerful an Ad- 

vocate, the Mother of Mercy 

call'd our hope. The Greek and 

Latine Church, that is to ſay 

the Chriſtian World has look d 

on a filial confidence in the 

| Inter- 


ax 
.w 
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Interceſſion of the Bleſſed Virgin, 


as a ſtroug Argument, that Souls 

are diſpos'd for Vertue, and de- a 
ſign'd — Heaven; for * as con- 97 
tinual reſpiration is not only the ſpy, man. Patr. 
but 4 of life, ſo the * 28 Conn 
name of Mary in the mouths of Faith- de Deip. 8 
ful daily, is an Argument they breath 

true life. The Sodaliſts with all 


this cheerful confidence muſt well 


underſtand, and take in right no- 


tions how ſhe is to be honour'd, 

not being only hearers of Virtues, 

but doers alſo. * Devotion is 4 8. Tho. 
ready will of doing thoſe things which 22. 4 82. 
appertain to the ſervice of God: Ac- oak $790 
cording to this - definition, -thoſe Nik 
truly honour the Mother of Jeſus, 

who have wills prepar'd to pro- 

mote in themſelves or others, the 
imitation of her Vertues, as lead- 

ing to perfection, and directly 
tending to the ſervice and ho- 

nour of God. 8 l 

The firſt Leſſon” ſhe - gives her III. 
Sodaliſts, is profound Humility, 

this Vertue prepar'd her to be- 

come {ſo great a Mother, * for be » 7a. 
regarded the Humility of his Hand- 1. 48. 
maid ;, this brought down the glo- 
221 , E 3 rious 
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2. Hier. 


Ser. de 
Afſump. 


1 Tob. 4. 
= 


Matth. 
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rious Son of God to become hum- 
ble Man, this is the foundation 
for the ſuperſtructure; © the pre- 
ſerver of all Vertues. Pride of all 
Vices is the moſt dangerous, be- 
cauſe leaſt diſcern'd by thoſe who 
are moſt guilty ; diſmal effects 
ought to give a horrour of it: 
Diſſentions, Anger, Imperiouſaeſs, 
Lording it over others, ſelf de- 
tence in apparent failings, ſtiff 
Judgment and Apoſtacy, ſpring up 
as ſo many branches ſrom the 
cover'd root of Pride. Let them 
never permit this domineering 
Lucifer to have command in their 
Souls, becauſe from Pride 4 all 
Perdition had its riſe and firſt be- 
ginning. They are to take this 
as a firſt principle of a ſpiritual 
life, to bee meek and bumble of 
heart, and they will find reſt te 
their Souls. An humble Soul may 
fight againſt all Hell at once, 


and the conquer'd Devils dare not 


return for fear of a freſh victo- 
ry. This Homility muſt be real, 
not affected, rejoycing at others 
Praiſes as if their own, and wiſh- 
ing others may, underſtand — 

cle 
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little themſelves deſer ve, for to the 
truly humble praiſe is a tor- 


ment. | 
An humble Servant of God will 


conclude all he do's as unworthy ' 


of divine acceptance, when all 
things * commanded ate perform d, 
will ſay I am unprofitable, * and aims 


at works of ſupererogation. He 


has high thoughts for God's ſer- 
vices, and labours daily that actions 
correſpond and anſwer them. In 
our Age of Liberty, works above 
precepts are recommended to the 
Recluſe of Nitria, by thoſe who 
do not ſtop at breaking com- 
mandements. The Sodaliſts mult 
look towards Heaven with an o- 


ther Eye, and our of filial love, 


endeavour the obſervance of what 
ſeems conducing to the greater 
glory of God. The more libe- 
ral he 1s to his Creatour, the more 
he will experience ſignal favours. 
The Bleſſed Virgin by a continu- 


al ſeries of Heroical actions, much 


longer than half an Age, always 
perform'd above precept ; as an 
unclean Woman ſhe went = to 
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f Luc. 
17. 10. 


a Luc. 


be purify'd according to the Law of 2. 22. 
E 4 Moſes, | 


6 


Luc. 
1. 49. 
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Moſes, when ſhe was purer than 
the higheſt Seraphin. Her Soda- 
liſts in imitation is to find the 


comfort of outgoing obligation, 
not to ſtand on terms with God, 


and altho none of theſe Rules 
extend to Venial ſin, farther than di- 
recting to ſtrict precepts, - yet they 
will by bim be dbferv'd, for his ſake, 
who voluntarily came down from 
Heaven, and lay in the Manger of 
Bethlem without any obligation. 
To encourage themſelves in keep- 
ins weak Nature under by Grace 
and Heroical undertakings, they 
are frequently to call to mind 
manitold . favours beſtow'd Gratis, 
and think of making due returns 
to the Infinite Goodneſs. They 
ought often to ſay to themſelves, 
b he. that is mighty hath done 
great things to me, and holy is his 
Name, recounting one by one, 
the mercies General or Perſonal, 
they know have come from ſo 
liberal a hand. That they were 
not cut ſhort for manifold 1niqui- 
ties, and ſent to rage with De- 
vils, was a ſpecial favour deny'd 
to many; for this in the Morn- 


ing, 


W- « 
. * 
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ing, when they open their Eyes, 


they may raiſe their minds, a 
thank the patient | goodneſs of 

God, that they find themſelves 

in Health, not Hell. Frequent 

acts of Gratitude and Thanksgi- 

ving will qualifie them to receive 2 
more Benefits, thoſe who remem- | 
ber the | feweſt, can never return 

ſufficient thanks, altho* they ſhould . 

ſay daily, Te Deum Landamns. 

In imitation of their glorious VI. 

Lady, they are to accuſtom them- - 

ſelves to © ſeek God more than 8. Amber. 
Man, as Witneſs of their actions, Lib. 2. de 


and -preſent by his immenſity in Virs- 


the remoteſt corners. It ought 
to bring great confuſion upon a 
Soul committing abominations be- 


fore the Eye of God, who is 


forc'd to look on all actual diſ- 
orders, whilſt Man may cloſe his 
Eyes, and ſo withdraw them from 
loathſome objects. Many call them- 
ſelves | Chriſtians, yet impudently 


Sin in preſence of him who is. 
_ 4 both Judge and Witneſs. It is a 4 Jerem. 


bold - contempt of the Creatour ?9- 23. 

to gaze about that no Child 

ſee them, and overlook the All- 
ſeeing 


VII, 


« S. Ambr. 
L. 20. de 
Virg. 


| 
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ſeeing Deity. A Soul elevated by 
Grace, and by Faith enlightned, 
has a greater horrour to think of 
Sin in the preſence of the Three 
Adorable Perſons of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, than if all Mankind 
with fixed Eyes were looking on. 

A lively thought of God be- 
ing preſent, will make way for 
a Vertue moſt eminent in the 
Queen of Virgins, Angelical Pu- 
rity. She was a Virgin, not only 


in body, but even in mind, troubled 


at the ſight of an Angel, becauſe 


in the ſhape of a Man. They 


d Job. 3. 


are to have an irreconcilable a- 
verſion from Impurity, and as 
much as poſſible be ignorant of 
the Vice. When d Aſmodens ſug- 
geſts indirect fancies of immode- 
ſty, to force him back with in- 
dignation, for making ſuch un- 


worthy offers to thoſe who are 


© 7#71.8.6. 


© little leſs than Angels. If the Im- 
pure Devil will not away, to call 


on Heaven for help, and being 


proſtrate, ' beg of Chriſt, - that 
he will command the ſtorm to 


\ ceaſe. They are to reflect how 


abominable Impurity is, and how 
ſevere 


| 
4 
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ſeverely puniſht. For this Sin 
God repented of the Creation, 
and was toucht with ſerrom that * 
he had * made Man on Earth, be- d Gen. © 
cauſe little remain'd of the ra- 6.6. 
tional Creature, except the out- AF 
ward figure. For this unbridled | 
paſſion he has, and will ſend a 
double Deluge, firſt the Flood, then Ger. 19. 
that of Flames as a beginning of e- 
verlaſting burning. 

The victory over this Joath- VIII. 
ſome Vice is obtain'd by flight, 
not fighting. Let them be care- 
ful not to cheriſh the firſt ſug- 
geltzon, but as ſoon as the impure - 
Devil appears, to get out of his 
way, and look upon thoſe with 
abhorrence, who as his inſtruments, 

caſt out irregular . words. They 
muſt beware of all ſuch Books 
as recount the Succeſſes of paſ- 
fionate Love : Theſe inſenfibly chill 
devotion, and ſecretly inſtill ſuch 
poyſon as has no other 'antidote, but 
the practice of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, f ra bring the Books together + 4p. 
and burn them. This fire by the 1 19. 19. 
bleſſing of God, will ſtifle the 
other flame, no otherwiſe to be 

extin- 
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extinguiſht, then by withdrawing 
the Fewel. Let not the Soda- 
liſts mind the wicked Maxim, 
others read them; *tis greater pru- 
dence to be Sav'd amongſt few, 
than Periſh with the multitude. 
?Twas no great comfort to ſome 
Gen. ſinking in the Deluge, that s all 
6. 12. fleſh bad corrupted its way. They 
found to their coſt Noah was 
more happy in the Ark with few, 
than themſelves who went to Hell 

for Company. | 
IX. All thoſe of the Sodality are 
to be very exact in the Rule of 
. Faith, and deteſt - whatever, has 
the countenance of Novelty, re- 
membring that they are in the 
number of her Children, who 
whilſt the Catholick Church is 
under Perſecution and Tryal, is 
« S.Ambr. call'd * the Standard; in time 
Lib. 2. de of Peace, and Conqueſt, b che Scep- 
erm. ter of Orthodox Faith. They are 
Alex. to have a ftrict Eye upon every 
| Hom. 6. little turning from the common 
in Neſto. Road of the preſent Church, which 
the Holy Ghoſt directs, as well 
as the firſt Age of Chriſtianity. 
The Devil ſeems at preſent more 
1 expe-· 
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experienc'd in ſeducing Souls, and 
uſes greater craft then boldneſs ; 


for Sixteen Hundred Years he 
appear'd like himſelf, a Serpent, all 
might know him; in our Age he 


cunningly © transforms himſelf into 
an Angel of Light; ſometimes thoſe 
are moſt to be fled from, who 


41 


4 Cor. 
IIs I 4, AS - 2 


pretend greateſt zeal for Refor- 


mation, and by quarelling with 


the Morals of the preſent Church, 


endeavour to undermine the Rock. 
Suſpet new Doctrine as coming 
from new Maſters, and let them 


conclude that, to look like Novel- 


ty, which ſquares not with the 
Univerſal Practice of - Chriſt's 
Flock ; Domeſtick Thieves are 
more dangerous than publick Rob- 
bers, for being not fuſpected, 
leſs care is taken to avoid them. 
Let not the Sodaliſts intruſt their 


Souls with ſuch Directors as caſt 


out dubious words, condemning 
the preſent Church of God by re- 


lation to the Primitive. Such of- 


fer 4 golden Cup, a Godly flo-/ 
riſh, but. ©" bur fall of abomina- 


tions. 


Feſtival 


0 
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Feſtival” days are appointed for 
greater application to the ſervice 


..of God, and affording leiſure to 


carry on intenſely the work of 
Salvation : Now they are become 


.2 time of © indulging the appetite, 
and whilſt men ceaſe from ſervile | 


work, the works of Satan go fa- 


ſter on, than any day, when there 


is labouring from Sun to Sun. 
Theſe days are to be Sanctify'd 
by frequent Prayer, hearing of 


Holy Maſs, and Exhortations, 


f Tub. 


2. 42. 


Spiritual diſcourſes amongſt them- 
ſelves, and more time ſet out for 
Meditation, to go up * after the 
cuſtome of the Feaſt, and fulfil the 
days. On Sundays they are to 
render ſpecial thanks for the Cre- 
ation, on the Feaſts of our Lord, 
for the Redemption of Mankind, 


and - obſerve the Saints days for 


Imitation. They may Read over 
the Hiſtory of the Solemnity, 
then queſtion themſelves by a ſe- 
rious thought, why ſo far behind? 
Martyrs. with Joy laid down their 
Lives for Chriſt, now ungrateful 
Mankind thinks it a Martyrdom 

co 
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to renounce a ſordid Paſſion, of- 
fenſive both to God and Man. 

| The Feaſt of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Mother of God, 
(when circumſtances allow) is to 
be kept with a general Commu- 
nion, and a Sermon on the ſingu- 
lar Prerogative. On that day by 
a ſcrutiny of plurality of Voices, 
a Prefect is to be choſen for the 
enſuing Year, and by the ſame me- 
thod, a Secretary and fix Conſul- 
tors, who are to be advisd with 
in matters of greateſt concern. re- 
lating to the Congregation, and 
to approve the Admiſſion of 
new Members. Theſe are as. {6 
many Aſſiſtants to the Father of 
the Society of Jeſus, who with 
full power governs the Congrega- 
tion. They are to encourage the 
other Sodaliſts by good exam- 
ple in the punctual obſervance of 
the Rule, and ſometimes meet to 
reſolve + what may be expedient 
for the honour of God, and his 
glorious Mother, of whoſe Fami- 
ly they have ſpecial. charge; du- 
tiful Children will be zealous for 


the. glory of ſo. deſerving a Fa- 


Tent. 
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rent. The Sodaliſts muſt not on- 


ly be ſubmiſſive to the Directour 
of the Congregation, but likewiſe 


ſhow due reſpect to the Prefect 
and Conſultors, in imitation of 
that obedient God, who * was ſab- 
jett to his Creatures. Ne 

To put the Soul in better or- 
der, they are frequently to beg 
divine aſſiſtance from the Infinite 
Wiſdom in the Bleſſed Sacrament. 
They will do well to Confeſs and 
Communicate upon all the Feaſts of 
Chriſt our Lord, the Feaſts of theBleſ- 


ſed Virgin, S. Joſeph, S. Anne, SS. Peter 


and Paul, and on ſuch other days 


as ſhall be thought expedient by the 


Director to the greater honour 
and glory of God, who may alſo 


determine whether every one is 


to obſerve the days of Communi- 


on, as ſet down in the Rule. 


Upon all Sundays and Holy days 
they are to recite the Office of 


our Bleſſed Lady, as in the Pri- 


mer, and likewiſe on other days, 


if they can conveniently. The Di- 


rectour for juſt reaſons © may ex- 


change this into ſome other De- 
votions or Works tending to the 


honour 
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honour of God. They are alſo to 
ſay the admiſſion Prayer Holy Ma- 
ry, &c. every morning, to keep 


up their fervour, and conſecrate 


themſelves again to the ſervice of 
the Immaculate Mother. Upon all 
Saturdays they are to ſay the Li- 
tany of Loreto. 

The Sodaliſts of this Congre- 
gation are advis'd to ſay daily 
the Corone of our Bleſſed Lady, 
conſiſting of Sixty Three Ave 
Maria's in the honour of her life, 
and to be much affected towards 
the Univerſal Devotion of the 
Roſary, the Fifteen Myſteries where- 
of may ſerve them as a ſubje& of 
mental Prayer. The Roſary which 
is compleated in a Hundred and 


Fifty Angelical Salutations, is a 


kind of Pſalter, ſetting forth her 
Praiſe, and the Repitition of the 
ſame makes not the Prayer leſs 
acceptable. Religious are ſo 
calld a; Relegendo, ſays Antiqui 
from reading again thoſe things which 
appertain to the ſervice of Ged* If it 
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ty, * Lactant. 
+ L. 4. di- 
vin. Inſti. 


be geod to do it once, how much 35 


more to do it oftner? Holy David de Nat. 
repeated the very ſame words, Deor. 


becauſe his mercy is for ever, in 
F take 
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every Verſe through the 135 
Pſalm. If this ſuffice not, let us 
take example from the infinite 
Wiſdom 0; God, who could not 
want variety of Expreſſion : Yet 
when he ſeem'd to beg with 
greateſt fervour, b pray d the third 
time, ſaying the ſame words. Let the 
Sodaliſts ſuſpect ſuch Men of ſin- 
gularity, who leſſen approv'd de- 


votions to the Queen of Hea- 


ven, if they give Ear to what 
pretending Zealots call ſuperſti- 
tion and abuſes, they will. ſoon 


flip out of the pale of God's 


one day, which may ſerve them 


4 

| 

q 
Church. Altho' the Roſary ſeem | 
fitted to thoſe who cannot Read, 6 
yet the moſt Learned of the So- 
dality are to uſe it once every | . 
Week, according to directions of 
Books at hand. They may fay } ; 
a third part, or five Decades on 


for their Beads to be recited, and 
the two days following finiſh the 
Devotion. It cannot but be a 
ſingular comfort to a Chriſtian, 
when he reflects, that he has be- 
ſpoke the Refuge of Sinners a thou- 
ſand times before hand upon his 
Knees, to be preſent with * 
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his dreadful Agony, at that hour 
on which depends Eternity; when 
he is not able to call for mer- 
cy, the Mother of God having on 
record the many Petitions, will 
be his Advocate. 

All are to have ſpecial regard XIV. 
to the practical honour of holy 
Reliques. * The bodies of Saints * Conc. 
were living members of Chriſt, Tem- Trid. Sell. 
ples of the Holy Ghoſt, to be raisd ©* 
again and glorify'd, therefore to 
be had by the Faithful in Yenera- 
tion. The Primitive Church ap- 
prov'd and applauded this benefi- 
cial Devotion to the confuſion of 
d' Vigilantius and Iconcclaſts. To un- Hieron. 
der value this Catholick ſpirit, is abc ag 
to run counter to holy Writ and 8 
Apoſtolical Tradition. A caſtal 
touch of a departed holy Man's 
Bones, even before the Hypoſtati- 
caljUnion, wrought the reſuſcitated 
wonder, Napkins and Hanker- 4 Reg. 
chiefs that a few hours ſeem'd 13. 21. 
belonging to a ſervant of Chriſt as 
yet uncertain of Salvation, were 
inſtruments of frequent * ira. * 4719. 
cles, What leſs is Man's, than his“ 
tranſient ſhadow, dependant on 
the diſtant Sun and abſent Clouds? 

| Þ 2 How- 
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However by this momentary ſhade 
many were deliver'd from dange- 
rous © Infirmities, Thus the great 
God honours his Saints, whoſo- 
ever gloriſies him, he will glorify 
them, not only in his life, but 
much more when they ſtand be- 
ſeeching before the Throne of 
Infinite Majeſty. It cannot but 


move a zealous Chriſtian to ſen- 


fible indignation, when he hears 
profane Libertines condemn or 
queſtion the carrying precious 
Remnants of Glorious Apoſtles, 
Victorious Martyrs, and Angelical 
Virgins, while they ſcruple to 
cenſure what the infernal Enemy 
recommends with deplorable ſuc- 
ceſs. viz, The wearing in Rings 
and Lockets, defil'd Hair of ſome 
perchance in Hell. The facred 
Image of Chriſt Crucify'd with o- 
pen Wounds for us, or that of 
God's Mother, finds no place a- 
bout the Neck or Arm, ſtrung 
round with tempting Ciphers, 


and provoking repreſentations of 


Luxurious Lovers. The pious So- 
Yaliſts are to abhor ſuch Diaboli- 
cal memorandums. They are to 

carry 


e „ A +» K Ke As + ts ; 


Ch. 4. Honour'd by her Sodalifts; 


carry Triumphant Reliques at 
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whoſe ſight vanquiſht Devils, 5 rage s Hieron, 


and tremble. In honouring Saints, in Vigi- 


whoſe Reliques and Pictures they lan. 


Venerate, by the powerful bleſ- 


ſing of God, and inceſſant inter- 
ceſſion of his beloved © Servants, 
wonderful changes may follow, 
and neceſſary cures of Interiour 
infirmities. 


„ 


CHAP. v. 


What the Sodaliſts are to obſerve 
towards themſelves. 


— 


— —— 


T is a ſaying of dangerous 

conſequence, The Saints are more 
to be admir'd than imitated, be- 
cauſe it takes Men off from the 
beſt of actions - Self-love ſuggeſts 
ſuch ſtore of Carnal arguments, 
that moſt conclude any remark- 


able Mortification will bring them 


towards an end. They think it 
raſhneſs to attempt what they are 
unwilling to undertake. The De- 
vil is not wanting to magnify 
difficulties, when he perceives the 

F 3 Soul 
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Soul is timorous. The Sodaliſts 

muſt have Chriſtian courage, and 

a holy deſign of being followers 

of God's Servants gone before 

them, and with Heroical reſolution 

in imitation of the Queen of Mar- 

* Fo. 19. tyrs, * ſtand by the Croſs, b bear- 
* ing about the mortification of Feſus. 
100 It is a predominant errour o 
mankind to think rigid mortifi- 

cation a particular duty of thoſe 

only who renounce the World, 

and live in Cloiſters. Lay-men 

have a conſiderable tie to afflicti- 

ons of this nature, as well as an- 

cient Hermits. The ſcope of 

S. Thom. Mortification, is a holy revenge up- 
—4 * on the body or mind, for injuries 
ſervative againſt future failings : Let 

the Worldly-man be judge, who 
deſerves more exemplar puniſh- 

ment, the Saint or Sinner ? Great 

part of the Evangelical Law of 

Luc. 9. © daily taking up the Croſs and Fol- 
23  lotwins Chriſt would not belong 
to Catholicks, if it only fell to 
the lot of rigid Anchorets to 
walk under the ſeeming burden. 
How far mortification will be 
| expedi- 


offer d to God, and likewiſe a pre- 
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expedient, and in what nature, 
let every one conſult the prudent 
Directour. There it ſeems moſt 
neceſſary, where the Sodaliſts take 
notice of the greateſt faults and 
failings. | 
To make this happy diſcovery, 


they are to uſe a daily Examine 


of Conſcience, and notwithſtand- 
ing the multiplicity of affairs, to 
give themſelves leiſure at Night, 
to take an account of their Souls, 
how the day is ſpent in reference 
to the * one thing neceſſary. This 
may be done in a ſhort ſpace of 
time, obſerving five particulars. 
Firſt, Of placing themſelves in the 
preſence of* God, to give moſt 
ſpecial thanks for all his favours. 
Secondly, To beg clear light of 
the Holy Ghoſt to ſee their Sins 
and defects, and efficacious Grace 
to deteſt and amend them. Third- 
ly, To examine thoughts, words, 
and deeds, by looking back on 
time, place, and perſons. Fourth- 
ly, Humbly to beg pardon for 
faults and negligences. Fifchly, 
To purpoſe amendment for the 


future, making a ſhort Act of per- 
fect 
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II. 


à Lus. 
10. 42. 


III. 


b Prov. 
15. 32. 
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fett Contrition, and concluding 
with a Pater Noſter. 

When by frequent Examines they 
have diſcover'd the darling Paſſion, 
which for the moſt part opens the 
way to other diſorders, they are 
not only to give God fair words 
by frequent purpoſes, but ſet ſe- 
riouſly to work for the throwing 
it out, knowing that he is more 
glorious who ſubdues Vice, and over- 
ruleth his mind, than the Conquerour 


of Cities; Wherefore, as in time 


of danger, they. are to double 
the Guards, and come to a particu- 
lar examine, twice every day; 
obſerving before Dinner, and no- 
ting down how often they were 
culpable in that fault they deſign 


to root out in the firſt -place- 


S> likewiſe at Night they are to ſet 
down how often in the Afternoon, 
they have been unfaithful to the 
reſolution made at the Morning 
examine, taking the ſame method 
the following days: At the end. 
of the Week, comparing Day. ito 


Day, and when the Month is 


out, comparing Week to Week, 
they will find ſufficient matter of 
conſ9» 
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conſolation or confuſion. Thus 
by degrees they will puſh on their 
endeavers to a manifeſt change in 


manners, and the diligence will 


be of greater conſequence, than 
paſſing to accounts daily expen- 
ſes. | 
Let them often meditate on the Jy. 
deformity of Sin, and what a {ad 
reckoning there is for a 0 . 
h 


crime, altho* it comes ſingle. I 
the Bleſſed Virgin went throug 
all the Streets of Hieruſalem, ſeeking \ 
and ſorrowing for having loſt her 
Son without any negligence, pru- 
dently e ſuppoſing him to be in the Com» e Luc, 
pany, how unfortunate are thoſe 2. 48. 
Chriſtians who willfully run them- 
ſelves into the deplorable ſtate of 
parting with him for all Eternity? 
How cruel is that Man to him- 
ſelf, who gives a wound to his 
own Soul, which all the power of 
Hell could not inflict? To ſet him- 
ſelf down in the dreadful Book 
of Divine Juſtice, a profeſt Ene- 
my of God, and renounce in cold 
Blood his Title to Eternal Glory ? 
A loathſome Body, cover'd over 
wich rotting Leproſy, Eyes ſank 
=_ 
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V. 
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in, Hands loft off, Tongue pluckt 
out, Deafneſs and Frenzy added 
to other misfortunes, deſerves not 
ſuch compaſſion, as a ſtupid Soul 
with the horrible arrear of one 
deadly Sin. *Tis to be hop'd that 
an Adoptive Child of the moſt 
prudent Virgin will never be guil- 
ty of ſo great madneſs, as to have 
the powerful God of Heaven his 
Enemy; but if by misfortune he 
falls, let not Vice take root, Re- 
penting before he Sleeps, leſt by a 
ſuddain and unprovided Death he 
open his Eyes in Hell. In caſe no 
preſent occaſion offers the ſecurity 
of Confeſſion, let his heart faint 
by an Act of perfect Contrition, 
at the Feet of his provoakt Re- 
deemer, impoſing at the ſame time 


| ſome affliting Penance, of Faſting or 


Almſdeeds, to the end he may be 
more cautious for the future, re- 
ſolving to take the firſt opportu- 
nity of Sacramental Reconcilia- 
tion. | 

Perfect Contrition, including the 


* Conc. Sacrament in voto, will reconcile a 


Trid. 1 
cap. 4. 


Sell. 1 om Soul to God * before Juridical 


Abſolution; with this obligation, 
to 


Ch. 5. obſerve towards themſelves. 75 


to ſubmit to the Keys of the 
Church, the fſin is forgiven. All 
are ignorant in what unprepar'd 
circumſtances, they may be call'd to 
a Tribunal, where Tears will flow 
too late: Therefore they are to 
ſet to the work immediately, and 
not be deluded with the So- 
phiſm of final Repentance, in ex- 
erciſing a ſupernatural Act, they 
never practiced before. They are 
to accuſtom themſelves to frequent 
Acts of Contrition ( theſe take 
not their motive from hope of 
Heaven, or fear of Hell, being a- 
bove all Puniſnment and Reward, 
but from pure love to God) and 
fall a weeping that they have of- 
fended ſo immenſe a Goodneſs, 
ſpeaking more with the Eyes than 
Tongue, Tears dropping down 
b bitterly, imagining themſelves wor'e 5 ,,,,,; 
than S. Peter, who only deny'd his 26. 75 
Maſter Thrice, They are to 
e ſtand a far off, like the poor «7uc. 18. 
Publican knocking his breaking 13. 
Heart, aſham'd to look up, only 
putting God in mind of infinit 
Mercy, wiſhing that Tears might 
be anſwerable to Ingratitude, — 
they 
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de Aſſum. 


they would deluge the ſinful World 
with weeping. Yet full of hope 
let them come to their Father, 
like ſo many Prodigals, and ex- 
claim with ſighs, that they are 
„ not * worthy to be call'd his Chil- 
dren, ſo ſenſible of their crimes, 
that they would renounce as ma- 
ny Worlds as Omnipotency could 
Create, rather than any more diſ- 
pleaſe ſo merciful a Maker, ſo 
good a God. £ 
Mortal Sins are ſecurely avoid- 
ed, when a tender Conſcience has 
a facred fear of leſs deliberate 
failings. Venial Sins are ſtyl'd 
ſuch, becauſe they rob not the Soul 
of ſanctifying Grace, yet nothing 
ought to be eſteem'd little, which 
is offenſive to God. The Globe 
of the whole Earth compar'd to 
the Empyreal Heaven is call'd a 
point, for all that, the bulk is 
very conſiderable ; ſo Venial fin 
compar'd to Mortal. The Soda- 
liſts are to imitate the perfection 
of the Virgin Mother, .ſo far as 
humane weakneſs gives them leave 


& in ſign. to riſe : She had * the purity of 


Magn. the Angels, an unſpotted Conſcience, 


with» 
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without the leaſt ſhadow: of Sim. 


Experience is the beſt Adviſer, to 


let them know what lamentable 


effects proceed from Venial Sins; 


this alone ought to terrify them, 

that they diſpoſe to Mortal; © for 
he that contemneth ſmall things by 
little and little, ſhall fall. Theſe 
little Sins weaken Divine Grace, 
not only Devotion; they are pu- 
niſht with pains as intenſe as thoſe 
of Hell, as ſound Divines affirm, 
tho* only Temporal. I ſpeak more 
feelingly againſt thoſe Venial Sins 
committed with full attention, when 
in the Soul there paſſes this Vir- 
tual Act, Lord at this ſame time, 
I fully conſider and know, that this 


will as little diſpleaſe you, but to 


pleaſe my ſelf It ſay it, I'll ao 
it 


It is a conſideration well worth 


* 
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vn. 


their taking notice of, that the 


greateſt overſights have had a 
beginning from Idleneſs, or time 
miſpent in doing nothing. Idle 


perſons. invite the © Tempter, to d Manhi 
inſtruct them how to employ thoſe 4. 3. 


precious hours, which are worth 
2 


33.29. 
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© Eccleſ. a Crown of Glory. « Idleneſs bath 
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taught much nauglitineſi, and many 
a Soul in Hell has found out this 
truth too late. The Sodaliſts are 
to employ their time, as they de- 


ſign to ſpend their Eternity, in 


pleaſing and praiſing of God, al- 
ways doing ſomething, that when 
the Enemy of Mankind comes, he 
may find them ſo buſy, as not 
at leiſure to give attention to 
his wicked offers. Idleneſs ſets 
the fancy hard at work, there the 
Devil makes the firft conqueſt, 
putting his flave into perpetual 
ſtudy, how to finiſh what is al- 
ready conſented to. They are 
to have a watchful Eye towards 
their thoughts, the weak place 
where poſſeſſion is taken, reflecting 
that all diſorders and ſcandals of 
the World, branch out from un- 
corrected fancy. Poſſibly hundreds 
of Mortal crimes in thought are 
ſwallow'd down by Conſcience, 
before the baſhful Sinner ventures 


to execute what he fo much de- 


fires. 


No- 


Nothing is more to be fear d 
by a Sodaliſt, than the occaſion, of 
ſin, which is the Devil of Devils: 
Millions of Souls are ruin'd by this 
one Sophiſm, others of Conſcience 
without ſcruple do the like, frequent 
the Company. Ill example ſhews the 
way to perdition, and takes from 
fin both horrour and ſhame, the 
| ſtrongeſt outworks of Innocency. 
Let them look upon all ſuch to 
be the worſt of Enemies, who 
propoſe wickedneſs even at di- 
ſtance. They act the part of cru- 
el Nero, forcing Souls from God. 
Altho' the words ſeem doubtful, 
and converſation be as dear as 
that of an Angel, ſuſpect the de- 
ſign, weigh it cautiouſly, what 
manner of Salutation that ſhould be, 
Give not an ill beginning, leſt 
the crafty Serpent carry on the 
work, without man's contrivance. 
They are not to expect miracu- 
lous preſervation, when there 1s 
willful running into the next oc- 
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VIII. 


a Tuc. 1. 
29, 


caſion. Daniel was preſerv'd in 


the Den of Lyons, he could not 
avoid the place, ſo God preſerv'd 


him, but Pharaoh who went raſhly 
into 


30 
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into the raging Sea, was over-ſet 
and ſunk- Lec them meditate by 


b Eccleſ. what is paſt, * he that loves dan- 


3. 27. 


IX. 


28. Ambr. 
L. 2. de 
Virg. 


ger ſhall periſh in it. Suppoſe no 


tin do's follow, tis highly crimi- - 


nal to run the risk : The occaſi- 
on offers means, and inſenſibly cor- 
rupt inclination prevails to caſt a 
blind on Conſcience. 

Man's life is ſubje& to the lon- 
geſt warfares, without any hopes 
of truce from temptations, hours, 
or moments. We have always 


the crafry Conquerour, as it were, 


before the Gates, and at the - ſe- 
cureſt Poſt in eminent hazard of 
a ſurpriſe - We can neither con- 
verſe with others or our ſelves, 
without ſtanding always upon our 
guard, leſt the Enemy make a 
breach, and turn God out of juſt 
poſſeſſion ; we are ſtorm'd at as 
many, Ports, as we have exteriour 
Senſes, or inward powers. Where- 
fore the Sodaliſts, beſides the 
watchfulneſs over Thoughts, are 
to have * Baſhful Eyes, Religious 
Ears, like the moſt pure Mother. 
They cannot with any confidence 
tell God in Prayer they love him, 

when 
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when for his ſake they will not 
deny themſelves the glance of -an 
Eye ; no pretence can clear them 
from doing what is fo eaſy in 
performance. Every one muſt ob- 
ſerve where he ſuffers moſt by 
the liberty of exteriour ſenſes ; 
there to cloſe his Eyes, ſhut his 
Ears, or impoſe upon himſelf ne- 
ceſſary ſilence. Let them exhort 
others to this Chriſtian duty, and 
ive a Check to Vice, which is to 
defend the cauſe of God. in caſe 
their rank allow not leave to re- 
prehend ſuch who fling out Smut 
more like Brutes than true Be- 
lievers, they may reprehend with 
modeſt looks, and frowning ſi- 


lence. 
Notwithſtanding their own in- 


teriour and exteriour obſerving 


themſelves, care is to be had, 
they be not like thoſe who bolt 
the doors, they think ſecurely, 
whilſt within a Domeſtick Thief 
opens them again at pleaſure. 
They muſt endeavour to under- 
ſtand perfectly the ſtate of their 
Souls, and beware of all Illuſions. 
This is not to be effected by 

G them- 
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b Luc. 
10. 16. 
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themſelves, but by treating with 
their Director in ſimplicity © of 
heart, and with the greateſt can- 
dour. They mult reflect they come 
to thoſe who ſupply the place of 
their teaching Redeemer, he ha- 
ving told the World, » he that 
heareth you, heareth me: Wherefore 


if they come in a holy freedom, 


they will fiad comfort in not con- 
cealing any thing from Confeſſors, 
altho* not matter of Abſolution : 


They are to declare Inclinations 


as well as Sins, to the end they 
may be ſecurely directed, and know 
how to countermine the cunning 
© Deſtroyer. The humble Penitent 


gains a valuable advantage to ſtop 


the advancing Enemy, when he 
lays open his devices and deſigns 
to thoſe who have full power to 


confound the Prince of Darkneſs. 


He cannot be his own guide, for 
fear of two extreams, too much 
liberty, or too great rigour. Up- 
on advice in quieting Conſcience, 
they are to avoid ſtubborneſs of 
underſtanding, and not to diſpute 
ſecurity. This is ſaid in reference 
to tender Conſciences, for if the 

Director 
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Director touch the leaſt upon 
ſingularity, contrary to the receiv'd 


practice of the preſent Church of F 1 
God, let them ſo far befriend 7 


themſelves, as ſoon to leave 
him. 


They are frequently to encou- XI. 
rage themſelves in time of great- 

eſt Temptations, with filial conh- 

dence in God's power and good- 

neſs. Their glorious Mother in- 

ſtructs them, that = his mercy is uÞ* a 74, 1. 
on all them that fear him, from Ge- 50. 
neration to Generation. His moſt 
intimate Friends endure the ſharp- 
eſt tryals, he knows they will 
ſtand their ground, when the ma- 
lice of Man and Hell . conſpire to 
force them back. Yirtue is made 
perfect in infirmity, and they muſt 
not wonder, if after repeated be- 
ſeechin gs, they are heard no other- 
wiſe, than * my Grace 5s ſaſſci. „ C, 
ent. It is a kind of Martyrdom to 12. , 
be upon the continual rack of 
reſiſtance; they are not to miſ- 
conſtrue the deſign of God, in 
permitting violent temptations z 

it is to try their love to him, 

to purify them like Gold in flames; | 
G 2 to —_ 
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XII. 
eS.Ambr. 
L. 32. de 
Virg. 
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to make them ſhine more glori- 
Ous. 


Spare Dyet, and double days of 


Faſting, was the practice of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, tho* ſhe had no 
cauſe by way of ſatisfaction, to 
puniſh her Immaculate Body. Me- 
thinks ſhe then advanc'd a trea- 
ſure of merit for her future ſer- 
vants. The Sodaliſts in imitation 
are ſo to refreſh decaying Nature, 
as to remember they Eat to Live, 


and not to pleaſe the Appetite. 


à Joan. 4. 
34+ 


From an excels in this, and more 
by Drinking, the ſenſual Man 
turn'd brutiſh, ſhews the effects of 
a Creature in ſome degree irratio- 
nal. They muſt have other Meat 
to mind, diſtaſtful to diſorder'd 
Palates, to do the will of him 
that ſent them into the World. 
Faſting and Mortifications in this 


kind, are to be obſerv'd accor- 


ding to direction of Confeſſors, 
who will let their Sodaliſts know 
that the Vigil of the Immaculate 
Conception is to be kept Faſt, and 


the Fealt Holy-day, to give God 


thanks for that ſingular priviledge 
to the Glorious Mother. — 
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all mortifications they may ob- 

ſerve this method, to treat their 
Bodies, as a prudent Parent cor- 

rets a ſtubborn Child; not with 
effeminate compaſſion to grieve at 

every ſtroke, like tender David 
weeping for Abſolov who ſought his 

ruine. 
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CHAP. vI. 


What the Sodaliſts are to obſerve 
towaras each other, 


T was a noble encomium of J. 
Primitive Chriſtianity, that al- 
though believers were a multitude, 
yet all were * of one Heart and of A. 
ene Soul, as a myſtical body anima- 4+ 32. 
ted by the ſame holy Spirit ; they 
were all on fire with mutual Cha- 
rity, having ſo freſh in memory 
the new Commandment of Loving Fo. 
one another, according to the rule 13:34 
as Chriſt Loved them. This was 
a Bleſſing the Son of God ſo ear- 
reſtly delired to leave his Church, 


G 3 that 
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12. 


© Fo. 13 


33. 


b Fo. 15. 
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that reſigning as it were the right 
of the other Precepts into the 
hands of his Eternal Father, he 
keeps this as * his Commandement. 
Love or Hatred are marks to know 
whom men belong to, God or the 
Devil. By this, ſhall all men know 
whether they are Chriſt's Diſci- 
ples, if they have love one to ane- 
another. In our malicious age the 
fire of Charity is near extinguiſht, 
but the devout Sodaliſts muſt ſtir 
it up, and cauſe it to ſhine out 
with Primitive light. As they are 
to love all Mankind for whom 
Chriſt dyed, ſo in a particular 
manner each other as Children of 
the moſt amiable Mother. To bear 
with the infirmities of the wea- 


ker, wiſh others as themſelves (a 


maxime much forgot) is to keep 


faſt together the links of Chriſti- 


* Coloſ. an Charity the 4 bond of Perfe- 


3+ 14. 


ction. 
To this end (when they can 
conveniently) let them meet u 


all ſolemn days of Chriſt and his 


B. Mother, for the Glory of God 
and their own Spiritual advantage, 


perfevering with one arcerd in Prayer 


as 


„ " WW Y Se = a. 
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as the Apoſtles did, with « Mary * 48. 1. 


the mother of Jeſus. Unanimous pe- “ 


titions are much prevailing over 
fin, and bring down Bleſlings. 


Tis like overturning the Walls of 
FJerico with united Voices, and en- 
tring Victors. The firſt Sunday 


of the Month eſpecially none are 


to abfent themſelves, without par- 
ticular reaſon, becauſe then are to 
be diſtributed the ſuffrages of Saints, 
according to the laudable practice 
of other Kingdoms. This is a 
begging Divine Providence, to aſ- 


ſign them a Saint whom they are 


to call upon that Month, and 


what Vertue is moſt proper to 


practice. When different circum- 
ſtances allow not this excellent de- 
votion, they are to make the choice 
themſelves, according to the di- 
rection of their Confeſſors: ſay- 
ing every day one Pater and Ave 
in honour of their Monthly Pa- 


tron, and reading his Life, in or- 


der to learn his Vertues, if they 


have the Saints Lives by them. 


In the beginning of every year, 
they are to meet and make a ſo- 
lemn Profeſſion of Faith; alſo every 

„„ year 


- 


III. 


N hat the Sodaliſts are to 


year, to offer one Communion, 


the hearing one Maſs, the Office 


of the Sacred Virgin, and a pair 
of Beads, for their Brethren, with 
whom thy Communicate in Prayers 
the Chriſtian World over. Like- 
wiſe the beginning of every year, 
they ſhall ſay a pair of Beads, 
for the Souls of all Sodaliſts in 
Purgatory, offering one Communi- 
on and hearing of Maſs for the 
ſame intention. 

For all thoſe of their own Con- 
gregation, every one is to offer 
the hearing of a Maſs, every 
Month, and then to beg by the 
Paſſion and Merits of Chriſt, that 
none of the Sodality may be miſ- 
ſing to praiſe God Eternally : They 
are likewiſe every Month, to fay 
one pair. of Beads, for a Holy 
Life and Happy Death, to all of 
the ſame Congregation : This ſeems 
a more remarkable intention and 
forecaſt in the Ave Maria, to pre- 
engage the moſt Potent and Cle- 
ment Virgin againſt that frightfull 
hour, when they are not able to 


Supplicate for themſelves. Altho” 


nom they beg her powerfull aſli- 
ſtance, 
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ſtance, yet thouſands of times they 
addreis her for the hour of death, 
That is the fatal moment, when 
they ſtand trembling betwixt the 
Period of time and entrance to 
Eternity); when with eyes ſunk in, 
men will ſee with greater clear- 
neſs the beſotting Vanities of the 
paſſing World, then ia health with 
all the crafty policy of abuſed rea- 
ſon. Then the advantage will be 
found of being under the immedi- 
ate Protection of God's Mother, and 
having her numerous Sodaliſts beg- 
ing Mercy for them. 

When any of the Sodality are 
dangerouſly ſick, they are to be 
recommended in the Congregati- 
on, that the God of all comfort 
would diſpoſe of them, to his 
greater Honour and Glory, gran- 
ting them heroick Patience, Healch 
or Heaven. After the Soul is cal- 
led away, the Sodaliſts are to offer 
ſuch Prayers and Mortifications, 


for the benefit of the deceas'd, 


as they would expect from others 
in the like neceſſity - particularly 
upon the firſt news, to offer up 
a de profunais, and the * 
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VI. 


VII. 


What the Sodal iſts are to 


that day, in favour of the need- 
full Brother: more helps alſo may 
be enjoyned by the director of the 
Congregation, who may ſometimes, 
diſpoſe of their hearing Maſſes, 
Communions, Beads, and faying 
the Office, upon urgent occaſions, 
or preſſing neceſſities of Souls. 
Within the Octave of All-Saints, 
they are to ſay the Office of the 
Dead, and hear one Maſs for all 
the Souls departed who were 
Members of the Sodality of the 
Immaculate Conception. This cha- 
ritable duty may be performed at 
other times by thoſe who hindred 
otherwiſe, cannot aſſiſt the day ap- 


Pointed. 


For the Benefactors of their So- 
dality living or dead, they ſhall offer 
up Holy Communions, hearing of 
Maſs, and ſuch other devotions, 


as fall be enjoyned them. The 


moſt Chriſtian gratitude in own- 
ing favours, is to importune Hea- 
ven to beſtow Bleſſings upon the 
giver. Becauſe they are in that 
great body, where Kings and Prin- 


ces Glory to be Members, they 


are to remember alſo 3 


* by 


Ch. 6. obſerve towards each other. 
of Sodalities all the Chriſtian World 


over, as if ſuch to themſelves, be- 
ing the favours are beſtowed on 
their admired Mother. 

When any Sodaliſt - ſhall com- 
mit ſuch failings as ſeem to de- 


ſerve exemplar reprehenſion, he is 


with all humility to hear bis faults, 
and look on thoſe as kind Phyſi- 
cians, who endeavour to cure the 
moſt dangerous of diſſeaſes. Many 
there are who cloſe by flattery the 
feſtering fore, few who lance and 
heal the Patient, not becauſe Gods 
Servants are wanting to plead his 
cauſe, but that the guilty are 
wanting to give encouragement. 
Both ears are open to receive 
vain praiſe, and both are ſhut 
when they ought to be moſt at- 
tentive, to know firſt the ſickneſs, 
then the cure. This is an un- 
willingneſs co ſee the way, and 
to reſolve upon the Precipice. 
The Sodaliſts are to act otherwiſe, 


* 
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remembring that the Mother ef Fo. 2 


God had ſeeming checks; * what is 4. 


it to me and thee woman, and d what b Tuc. 2. 
is it that you fought me; which 49. 51. 


were a ſubject of meditation'to 
"IDE - } —_— h er, 
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her, ſhe keeping the words in her 
wer” = 2 correction treads 
e Fedleſ. © the footſteps of a Sinner, and like 
"og * a Man — Bay bids the Guide 
ſtand off. A prudent Chriſtian 
Mat. puts the Divine queſtion, «4 mhm 
3. you ſay I am ? that if blinded by 
ſelf love, he may ſee his faults with 
others eyes, and mend them. 


— 


Ct AP. VIE 


What the Sodaliſts are to obſerve 
towards their Neighboar, 


T4 f REAT are the advantages 
Mankind . lets paſs, by not 

Luc. 1. e riſing up with ſpeed to viſit and 
396 aſſiſt their Neighbour. No opper- 
tunity 1s loſt for fading Treaſure, 
Pleaſure or Preferment, only that 

offer d by God, to ſend before 

them everlaſting riches. If Mens 
don Souls belonged to deadly 
Enemies, they could not take more 

direct meaſures to ruine them, 

then by neglecting their Creator 

in 


Ch. 7. towards their Neighbour. 93 
in his Image. Tis in vain to 

ſay we love him and hate our 
Brethren Such an one the Apo- 

ſtle calls * 4 Lyar. What is it to f1 50. 4. 
hate? Not to revive when the 2% 
Body faints or the Soul is Periſh- 

ing, to paſs by proudly Lazarus 
fainting at the gate. The Soda- | 
liſts like the * Mother of Mercy s Bern. 
are to have the bowels of tender- 
neſs for thoſe for whom Chriſt 
bled, conſidering themſelves as 
Stewards, not Maſters of what 
God lends them. 

In Corporal works of Mercy, 
how far precept extends, and 
what are works of Counſel, let 
the prudent Confeſſor adviſe and 
determine. They ought to weigh 
before hand, thoſe words to be pro- 
claim'd with dreadfull ſound of | * 
Trumpet, « / was hurgry, and ye gave 26.4 ap 
me not to eat, naked and ye cloathed 
me not, ſick and in Priſon, and ye 
aid not viſit me; and to prevent 
furpriſe, they are told in time, 
that the Eternal Judge is ſcorned 
in the perſons of the Poor; what 
was done to the little ones in this 


world was done to him. Mans human 
: Na- 


Ser. — de 


- 
— * 
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Nature is ſtrangely dignify'd by 


b o. 1. the b Word made fleſh , ſo that 


14. 


Charity is a tribute we owe to 
God Incarnate. The pretence will 
prove frivolous and fatal, of nat 
being able to beſtow large Alms; 
for the reproach falls heavy, dives 
mendax laid by the Holy Ghoſt on 


® Eccleſ. © rich men lyars. To raiſe up 


25. 4 


d Mat. 
19. 29. 


III. 


ſtately Buildings like Babe! Tow- 
ers, or as the King of Ninive to 


exceed in ſplendid Entertainments, 
Gold comes in faſt; but to be- 
ſtow the crums on thoſe in need 
the Lying rich man is not able. 
That is to fſay, Money is not 
wanting to Vice, always to Ver- 


tue: A devout Sodaliſt contrary - 


to the Worldly practice, is to 
confider the promiſed d hundredfold 
and life eternal for Charitable acti- 
ons, and conclude that great God 
worth the truſting, whoſe words 


find little credit in the Atheiſti- 


cal World. 

A more divine imployment for 
thoſe of the Immaculare Conception, 
is to beſtow their Charitable aſſi- 
ſtance on Immortal Souls. To in- 
{rut the ignorant in Chriſtian 
| Duties, 


Ch. 7. towards their Neighbour. 
Duties, counſel the doubtfull in 


dangerous Perplexities, raiſe up the 
drooping ſpirit of thoſe in Affli- 
ction, tenderly to admoniſh and 
withdraw the Thoughtleſs Sinner, 
ſtanding at the gates of Hell, is 
to have that noble Zeal, ſo fla- 
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e Bern. 


Ser. Sign. 


ming in the Queen ; of Apoſtles. Magn. 


They are to prize Mens Souls, as 
worth the Labours and Life of 
the Son of God, and that the 
Immortal Redeemer values more 
even one they gain him, than all 
their other ſervices, Many like 
wicked Cain lip this duty, and 
boldly anſwer, * am 1 my Brothers 


keeper ? altho' he that made them, 


gives ſtrict command of care to 


s every one of their Neighbours. , 
That man's a Tyrant who in a 


Shipwrack, will not ſtretch out a 
hand to bear up the finking Crea- 
ture, but he is more cruel who 
poſſeſt with a dumb Devil, lets 
Souls ſink deeper, by a willful fi- 


f Gen. 4. 


s Eccleſe 
7. 12. 


lence, when obligation commands 


to ſpeak. 
To make ſome Progreſs in ſo 
good a work of benefitting Souls 


according to their calling, all are 
to 


IV. 
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to open the way by pious and 
edifying diſcourſes, that Gods 
grace may find entrance. Their 
dayly viſits ought to reſemble 
that of the Virgin Mother to 
St. Elizabeth, when * with words 


Bafil. Sers. ful} of life, they diſcourſed together 


43+ 


d 4 Reg. 


© Prov. 
10. 20. 


d Gen. 4. 


10. 


of Graces and Favours they had re- 
ceivd from Heaven: perchance by 
one ſhort ſentence a ſinner is 


gained. The Syrian Naaman was 


cured in Soul and Body by 
caſual words let fall by a little 
maid ſpeaking in praiſe of b The 
God of Iſrael. How happy is that 
Chriſtian who thus brings Sonls 
to God? But moſt unfortunate 
he, who opens ſchool for vice by 
lewd and dangerous diſcourſe, 
robbing Chriſt of what he dear- 
ly purchas'd on Mount Calvary. 
© The fool works miſchief as it were 

laughter, but in ſad earneſt 
brings towards himſelf the voice 
of Souls, worſe than that of 
blood 4 crying to Heaven for juſt 
Revenge. The Heathen clearly 


* Menan- ſay e what is an Article of re- 
vealed faith that f evil communicati- 


ons corrupt good manners, ill words 
ſeem 


der 
15. 33» 


f 1 Cor. 


Ch. 7. towards their Neighbour, 9h17 
ſeem ſhort, but once utter'd make 

ſych deep impreſſion, that they 

are look'd on a hundred times by 

fancy, and when the horrid leſſon 

is learnt, men paſs from thoughts 

to works. Thus ſcandalous. words 

ſet fire to Paſſions, which end in 
everlaſting burnings: from thence 
Souls will plead aloud, and ſend 

up accuſations againſt ſuch. Ma- 

ſters Wwho taught them firſt by 
jeaſting expreſſions to looſe their 
Heaven. | 

- This Univerſal concern for V. 
Gods greater glory, muſt begin 
at home, leſt they 5 be worſe than . 
Iafidels turning out the enemy g Tims 
there, before they attempt new 
conqueſts. They are to take care 

to infuſe Chriſtian Doctrine with 

the fear of our Lord into the 
Conſciences of tender youth, be- 

fore the Devil imprints falſe no- 

tions: To teach them to look 

up, above the low deſigns of fleſh + 

and blood. The firſt great leſſon 

to young beginners, 1s exemplar 
carriage in themſelves. Good acti- 

ons ſpeak with greater energy, 

then well ns, WO, and ſhew 
. 1c 
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it may be done, what is adviſed. 
As goods example diſpoſeth much 
to vertue, ſo ſcandalous practices 
draw ſtrongly to vice. Moſt of 
the Souls in Hell were ruin'd by 
ill patterns ſet before them, when 
corrupt inclination puſhd them 
on, to what they ſaw with joy 
committed. What is more hor- 
rid than to Prophane Gods ſacred 
name, and by black curſes to call 
upon his enemy, without the leaſt 
motive of honour or advantage? 
Yet ill example has ſet. this hel- 
liſh vice in vogue, and many fa- 
milies ſeem aſſemblies of internal 
_ ſpirits. - The trembling conſcien- 
ces of little ones are hardned, 
by what they hear repeated hour- 
ly without gemorſe ; and in con- 
cluſion the Children vote with 
Parents to provoke God, and in- 
vite mn the Devil. The devour 
Sodaliſts muſt call to mind the: 
divine family of Nazareth, and by 
that pattern regulate their own, 
ſetting forwards thoſe under their 
charge toward vertue, and by 
lively touches of the deformity of 
vice, keep crimes in diſgrace. 


For 


Ch. 7. towards their Neighbour." 


For charity and compaſſion to 
Jour ſinners, they are not to 
ave any bounds or limits. Their 


inſtitute ſtands on this, baſis, to 


concurr by Prayer to infinit con- 
verſions. . Many called Cacholicks 
in the Church, are worſe than 
Heathens, of a more,” monſtrous 
compound, a / Chriſtian Faith and 
Pagan. Life. They are practical 
Idolaters by the Will, altho' not 
by the Underſtanding, confeſſing a 
Deity in words, * denying God in 


a Ad Tit. 


works, like harden'd Jews, d Crucify- 2 FS 
ing to themſelves again the Son of God, 6. . 


and making him a mockery, as if the 
Creatour did not deſerve their 
ſervice, To reſcue thoſe unfortu- 
nate-creatures from: perditian, who 


ſleep ſecurely in deadly fin, they 


are to pray inceſſantly, having re- 
courſe to the B. Virgin, © the help 
of ChriStians, by whoſe 


e S. Me- 


power and thod. in 


prayers are innumerable converſions Hy popan- 


of hardned ſimners, This charity 
of begging life for thoſe who are 
dead to God, is ſo great and 
good, that the Holy Church doth 
grant to all Chriſts faichfull, In- 
Waise for. the third part of 


2 their 


| 4 


8 


à In ſup- 
plem. mi- 
nor. F.94. 


p - 2. Con- 


ceſ. 300. 


VII. 
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their Sins, ſo often as they ſhall 
fay *15 Pater Noſters and 15 Ave 
Maria's for thoſe in the lamenta- 
ble ſtate of Mortal fin, It is an 
illuſion of carnal and ſelf-Iove to 
be ſo long in Prayer for Friends 
and Kindred, whilſt zealous Cham- 
pions of Chriſt look towards the 
place of battle, where Hell makes 
greateſt havock, and would reſign 
many degrees of glory to them- 
ſelves, if by their prayers they could 
bring back the prey out of the 


roaring Lyons poſſeſſion. 


The more ſenſible God's ſer - 
vants are of their happy ſtate, 
with clearer light they will dif- 
cover the misfortunes of others. 
Whoſdever is in the ſtate of Grace 
and divine favour, is happy enough 
to pitty ſinfal Kings and Em- 
perours. How many Infidels, Jews, 
and ſome ſtil'd Chriſtians, * have 
the vile ſo thick upon their heart 
and eyes, that like ſenſeleſs Brutes 
they follow on the multitude, 
where moſt men go, not where 
they ſhould go. By fervent Pray- 
er the Sodaliſts are to endeavour 
the purchaſe of Heaven, for m—_ 

| w 


f 
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who deſpiſe the Church and Goſ- 
pel, having recourſe. to- the Po- 
tent Virgin, by whom blind“ Hea- 
thens come to Repentance. Publick 
converſions depend on Prayers in 
private, and Infinite mercy grants 


the favour, perchance ſooner to 
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b Cyril. 
Alex. 
Hom. 


cant. 
Neft. 


him who Pray'd, than him who - 


Preach'd. Therefore for all thoſe 
out of God's Church, they are to 
ſay every Month, or hear the 
Litantes of the Saints, calling up- 
on the Apoſtles, and other bleſ- 
ſed Inſtruments, who - carry'd di- 
vine Light through the World, 
to ſupplicate with them, that the 
Sun of Juſtice would | pleaſe to 
riſe. to thoſe fitting in darkneſs 
and the ſhadow of death, to ſtrike 
them down like Saul, that they 
may riſe up true Converts. They 
are to grieve, one ſingle Soul in 
the. Univerſe ſhould looſe the ad- 


vantage of Redemption, and de- 


fire all Tongues may praiſe, all 


Hearts may love him, who equally 


; VII. | 


Bled for all. 

Some works of Charity ſeem 
recommended by the Confirmation 
Bull, with greater earneſtneſs. A- 

H3 ment 
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mongſt the reſt, it is enjoyn'd 


by the Vicar of Chriſt to pro- 
cure peace betwixt jarring Ene- 


mies. This they are to lay to 
heart as devoted ſervants to the 


. Mother of the < Prince f Peace, 


and *- mediator between God and 


Man. Let them find the com- 


fort of being employ'd in ſo glo- 
rious an nndertaking, as to pre- 
ſerve or procure Charity, the ve- 
ry Soul of Chriſtianity, and like 
the good Samaritan, give healing 
to deep wounds. The noble peace- 
makers claim Title by Chrilt's pro- 
miſe, to be ® Sons of God, becauſe 
ſo like him. The King of Glo- 
ry left Heaven to lie in Straw in 
Bethleem, that he might beg with 
Tears a laſting Peace for pro- 


Vvoking Mankind. Thrice happy 


thoſe who ptevent dangerous mi- 
ſtakes, and compoſe growing quar- 
rels, putting a period to threat- 
ning animolities ; whilſt Sons of 
Satan do ail they can to make 
the breach much wider. Such are 
rank'd with thoſe, who with bar- 


barous hands ſhed Innocent Blood, 
ad rl 8 © Murtherer is. he 


c that 
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e that ſoweth diſcord  amonſt Bre- © Prov.6. 
thren, tearing to pieces the ſeam- “ 

leſs Coat of Chriſt. The badge 

ſet on fuch Whiſperers by the 

Holy | Ghoſt, is no other than 

s Accurſed, and in due time they * Eccleſ. 
will find out the Maſter they have ** 45. 
ſerv'd. 

e All that live Godly in Chriſt IX. 
Jeſur, fhall ſuffer Perſecution. S. 2 Tim. 
Paul who try'd it, doth tell them 3+ 12. 
ſo. Thar Chriſtian is unreaſons 
ble, who expects the World ſhonld 
treat him better than his Re- 
deemer. The Sodaliſts are often 
to call to mind, that they are 
Members under a divine Head, 
Crown'd with piercing Thorns. 

So long as the Gates of Hell lie 
open, and Devils range abroad, 
Devotion will be laught ar, and 
the worſt conſtructious put upon 
the beſt of actions. The Queen of 
Martyrs felt a f Sword that pierced ? Tuc. 2. 
her Soul, perchance becauſe the 35. 
Son of God was a fron of contra- 
dition. Let them ſay to them- 
\-Ives, God loves us, therefore we 
find oppoſition, or elſe by look- 
ing into the occaſion of ſuch pu- 

A 7 aiſhments, 
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niſhments, they may find out rea- 

ſons. why a tender Father corrects 

his Children ſo ſeverely. They 

are to bear up the Croſs with 

Chriſtian courage, and walk fe- 

ciurely on this high Road to Bliſs. 

® Luc. 24. Thoſe are s fooliſh and ſlow of heart, 

23. who believe otherwiſe than Chriſt, 
to enter into his Glory. 

X. Nothing will come ſurprizing, 

tif wich perfect reſignation the 

2 Luc, 1. Sodaliſt doth repeat, be it done 

28. according to thy word. The Bleſſed 

Virgin was ſo depending on the 

will of God, that had the 

Eternal Father commanded, ſhe 

would her ſelf have raiſed her 

b S. An- Bleſſed Son * upon the Croſs, and 

tonin. p. made the offering. There needs no 

” * proof, becauſe ſhe was more per- 

. fect than great Abraham, who had 

his Arm ſtretch'd out to give 

the deadly blow to his deareſt 

Son. Abſolute ſubmiſſion to di- 

vine Government, ſets Saints on 

Earth above the World, making 

themſelves a Holecauſ# to what 

God pleaſes. All is moſt wellcome 

unto him, who ſays, its God who 

ſends it in mercy, or in . 

| * It 
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It is no leſs than Blaſphemy, when 
Rebels murmer at God's order. 
Let them have patience, untill 
the Books of Providence are o- 
pen'd, then they will Read the 
reaſons of his conduct, and the 


damn'd Spirits be forc'd to own his « nt. 


* Judgments right. In the mean 137. 


time ſervants of God with cheer: 
ful hearts ſubmit to infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom; altho' in tortures the Blood 
burſt out, they have their Leſſon 


ready, * not .as I will, but 4s you © Mat. 26. 
39 


my God. 


The Son of God gave a Pre- Xl. 


cept and Example of Loving E- 
nemies, yet Man ſo hates himſelf, 
as to be deficient in compliance. 
When the Eternal Father was up- 
on ſtriking down the Sacrilegious 
Jews, then our dear Redeemer 
ſtretcht out his hands the fartheſt, 
and ſpoke the loudeſt, to ward 
off the Blow, Father forgive 


them. To proceed after this man- 3. 


ner, is to act like God, who dai* 
ly 3 the deſpiſers of him- 
ſelf. A generous Soul is like the 
Sun, ſpreading its Beams without 


diſtinction on f good and bad, con- «1, ,, * 


Luc. 23. 


trary 45. 


— 


— 
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trary to Worldly Maxims of mi- 
ſtaken honour. Thoſe who have 
tender hearts for ſuch as hate 
them, earneſtly begging pardon for 
them, who perſecute and abuſe them, 
entail themſelves as Children to 

Ibid. their 5 Father in Heaven. The 
ſelhſh - Heathen loves his Friend, 
the noble Chriſtian takes into 
his boſome a deadly Enemy. In 
union with the Spirit of the Cru- 

cify'd God, the devout Sodaliſts 
are to ſay Weekly the Pſalm A.- 
ſerere for their own Enemies, or of 
the Church of Chriſt, ſeeking oc- 
caſions lovingly to gain them. 
They are great objects of com- 
paſſion, and deſerve much pitty; 
for who follow on with fury, will 
find too late like Pharaoh, the 
Floods upon themſelves, and thoſe 
they thought to cruſh, under God's 
rotection. Let them be ſilent 
in the ſevereſt Tryals, in 1mita- 
tion of her who upon the point 

Mat. 1. of * being ſecretly diſmiſt, uttered 

29. no words .to' clear her ſelf. 
The Innocent are under Divine 
care, and an Angel was ſent to 

ſiet the Patriarch right. God * 
MP. raiſe 


da as wo ith. 
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Ch. 7. towards their Neigbbour. 
raiſe up more potent to defend 
the unjuſtly Slander'd; if not, tis 
for their greater Crown to ſuffer. 

They are to uſe more than or- 


ſtraction, a Vice -in- faſhion: The 
baſe practice of back- biting, ſeems 
now a ſpecial clauſe of Frieadſhip, 
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a oe _ 
dinary diligence to avoid di- 


to paint the Adverſary black with | 


calumnies, that the Favourite may 
appear more lovely. *Tis manifeſt 
unjuſtice to condemn the abſent 
without a hearing. The. moſt ri- 
gid Courts permit the infamous 
Murtherer to Plead his cauſe, but 
theſe firebrands ſet all in flames 
without a why or wherefore : Their 


b throats are open Sepulchres, from b /g. a1. 


whence flies up a loathſom ſtench 
againſt the Innocent. Hence the 


© Detraftor is an abomination to Men, © Frou. 24. 
laying himſelf ſo far open (not- ” 


withſtanding ſmooth prerences of 
zeal and great concern) that 
thinking men may. view a black 


inſide, much like his who is 4 che 4 Apoc. 12. 
Accuſer of his Brethren. Theſe ve- 19 


nemous Vipers would invade a li- 
ving Paul, although they know 


| their end Is . Fire, tO be ſhaken e 48, 


off 28. 3. 
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off from Glory. The Sodaliſts are 
to have a feeling deteſtation of 


this Vice, to judge the beſt of 


all, and ſpeak moſt favourably, 
| leſt they become f odioug to God, 
as well as Man. They are to be 
filent in their Neighbours failings, 
and when the fault is known, to 
excuſe the intention as much as 
poſſible, and leſſon the malice. 
Nothing could be more barbarous 
or willtul, than in cold blood, to 
Sentence, Scourge, and Crucihe the 
Son of God, when the Sun was 
ready to fly from its Sphere with 
horror; yet at the ſame time 
Chriſt pleaded their Ignorance, 
s they know not what they do; an 
admirable rule in ſpeaking of our 
Neighbour. 


If they attentively ſound the 


depth of Whiſpering and De- 
traction, they may with eaſe diſ- 
cover that an envious heart flings 
up the filth upon the Tongue: 
Violent Paſſions are like Storms 
at Sea, ſend up the bottom, and 
ſnew Mens Thoughts. Nothing 
more reſembles the nature of a 
.damn'd Spirit, than to grieve that 


others 


ke ©&t* fit. 


. 
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Ch. 7. towards their Neighbour. 109 
others are more bleſt by God, 
than their pining ſelves. By S. 2. 
Envy of the Devil, Death entred 
into the World: The happy ſtate 
of Adam tormented the Fiend like 
Hell Such as theſe are their own 
Executioners, by a reflection that 
God who rais'd thoſe up, they 
envy, is able to ſnpport them a- 
gainſt all Intrigues Theſe envi- 
ous Slaves of Satan fret' on con- 
tinually, that others are in the 
Redeemer's fayour, and more em- 
ploy'd. The ſcope of all diſcourſe 
is to caſt a Cloud before that Sun 
which ſhines too clearly in their 
Eyes. Malicious Envy ſtops at no 
crime, breaks through all, and lays 
violent hands on the Son of God; 
the Heathen perceiy'd the motive 
of the perfidious Prieſt, that * for d Mat. 
Envy they had deliver d him. The 2718. 
Sodaliſts on the contrary, mult 
enlarge their hearts, and as the 
Glorious Virgin, © wiſh well to all. *Ambr 
The loweſt Quire of Angels are BY =o 
2 | X e Virg. 

overjoy'd that Seraphins can love 
God more intenſely then them- 
ſelves : Thus to rejoice in the e- 
minent Vertues of others, 1 

oi | 8 


/ 


11 , What the Sodlific are 19 obſerve 


that they carry on God's work, 


is to merit with them, and find 
the comfort of Bleſſed Spirits in 


4 Num. 
II. 29. 


XIV. 


Matth. 
18. 15. 


Heaven. They are to wiſh that 
all were Prophets, and that our 
Lord to his greater honour and 
glory would ſend 4 his ſpirit upon 
ew, all., >. | £: 

Ihe general rule for treating 
with their Neighbour, is to re- 
ſolve not to omit any favourable 
opportunity to benefit him To 
have always before their Eyes the 
noble Prize e thou haſt gain'd t 

Brother. To bring a ſinner bac 

from Vice, by good example, ad- 


vice, or prayer, is to ſummon the 


Bleſſed Angels to rejoice before 
the Throne of God, in ſome ſort 
making them happyer than they 
were before. Let the Sodaliſts caſt 


n the other conſideration of ha- 


ving a Soul in glory, to thank 
them everlaſtingly, as happy In- 


ſtruments in attaining Immortal 
Joys, and there needs no other 


motive to diſpoſe them to a Chri- 
ſtian temper of doing good to all, 
both Friends and Enemies. 
| " = 


Whereas 
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Ch. 7. towards their Neighbour. LIT | 
Whereas the greateſt Reforma- XV. 


tions in Faith and Manners, depend 
on thoſe in power, the Sodaliſts by 
earneſt Prayers, are frequently to 
recommend to God the. concerns 
of Chriſtendom, deſcending to par- 
ticulars, according to the Preſent 
ſtate of the Church or Kingdoms. 


They are to beſeech the Almigh- 


ty, that He will pleaſe to beſtow 
a ſingular Bleſſing on the chief 


| Biſhop, and other Prelates, on 


Kings and Princes, for a happy 
Government of all under their 
dangerous charge. Likewiſe for the 
Secular and Regular Clergy, that 


* our Lord will give the word to them, * Pſa,” 
that Evangelize with great power, 67. 12. 
to confound the Wicked, and con- 


vert them: To beſtow ſuch con- 


quering * IViſdom, that all their Ad- b Luc, 21. 


uerſaries he not able to reſiſt; and 13. 
that they may Preach by holy life, 
as well as powerful words. 


CHAP. 


. 07 Iadulgences granted to 


CHAP. VIIL 


Of Indulgexces granted to thoſe f 
| the Sodality. 


I Plenary Indulgence is a full 
0 Remiſſion, not only in the 
face of the Church, but likewiſe inforo 
Dei, of all Temporal Puniſhments of 
Sins already forgiven, otherwiſe to 
have been undergone In this 
| World, or in Purgatory. *Tis not 
« Con. only falſe, but directly * contrary 
Trid. — to the word of God to aſfirm, that 
. cap. 8. the whole puniſhment is "always 
remitted with the © 8 For the 
moſt part, Eternal pain paſſeth a 
into Temporal. - The power of 
X remitting the latter alſo was 
f * Conc. granted b to the Church by Chriſt 
Trid. Seſ: our Lord, before the humane ap- 
25. cap. pointment of Canonicat Penances, 
m— therefore ſounds more than a Re- 
laxation of ſuch Injunctions. By 
the common opinion of ſound 
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__ Dixines, ,as well as by the Practice 
/ of the che Mb Church of E * 
e 
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the rigid Canons are abrogated, 

and Indulgences moſt © wholeſome e Trid. 

to Chriſtian People, are labour d for Ibid. 

with greater Zeal than ever. He 

has an ill aſpect who frowns up- 

on Indulgences, or any ways diſ- 

courages the Devotion. Men well 

remember the laſt revolt came 

from thence, when under pretence — 
of Piety and Church Diſcipline, 

the Miners were hard at work 

to ſhake the Rock Whoſoever 

denies the Power in the Giver, 4 
or Profit in the Receiver, is cut 

off from God's Church, and has 

a dreadful © Anathema to his lot. 4 Trid 

The Sodaliſts are to ſer a high Sel. 23. 
value on theſe © Heavenly Trea- "x 4 

ſures, and punctually obſerve the cop. N 
requiſites for the obtaining of b 
them. | 

f The excellent Name of I:idul- II. 


gences derives it ſelf from the f Tre. 


mercies of God, and merits of 5*- 2” 

Chriſt. One drop of Blood of * 

God made Man, was more than 

ſufficient to waſh away the enor- 

mous ſins of a thouſand Worlds, 

but with our Lord re was 

s plentiful Redemption, Bs ſuper- inp 
] abundant ,*”_ 
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abundant ſuffering and ſatisfaction 

laid up a treaſure to be diſtributed a 

mongſt his Faithful, at certain times 

» Mar. by him, to whom he promis'd, «What- 

16. 19. ever thou ſhalt looſe. on Earth, ſhall be 

looſed in Heaven. Puniſhment is a 

ſtop to entrance thither, as well 

as guilt, therefore in his power 

to remove. What is to be un- 

derſtood by ſo many Vears In- 

dulgence, or the third part of 

their fins, the Director will in- 

form them, and likewiſe what is 

the meaning of applying theſe 

Spiritual helps to the ſuffering 

#Conc, Souls in Purgatory, by way of 

Trid. Seſ. ſuffrage. According to d Apo- 

22. cap. ſtolical Tradition, the holy Sacri- 

% - fice of the Maſs, is not only pro- 
pitiatory for the Sins and Punt 

ments of the Living, but alſo for 

Chriſt's Faithful Deceaf'd. By In- 

N dulgences in ſome proportion, the 

merits of our Redeemer are ſo 

apply'd by way of fatisfaQtion, 

or impetration. The practice of 

theipreſent Church of God is a ſuf- 

ficient warrant for this Charita: 

ble devagio! 


The 


Joe 


Ch. 8. thoſe of the Sodality. 

The neceſſary diſpoſition for 
Indulgences, is to be in the 
perfect ſtate of Grace, and to 
perform ſuch things as are en- 
joyn'd. The work may ſeem diſ- 
proportion'd to the favour grant- 
ed, but nothing is little when 


Chriſt. Horrid was willful Mure 
ther, and ſcandalous Adultery, 


yet theſe few words, I have Sinn'd «2 Reg, 


united to the Infinite merits of 


115 
III. 


againſt our Lord, joyn d to the 2. 13. 


mercies of God, out weigh'd 
them both. Let the Sodaliſts be- 
ware of thoſe, who craftily pre- 
tend ſuperlative concern for ſtrict 
Morality, and that Indulgences 
take men off from neceſſary per- 
formances This is a ſnare of Sa- 
tan; Indulgences tend ſo directly 
to promote the love of God, 
that the Vicar of Chriſt declares 
= beltowing of theſe Heavenly 


avours, to be for the * encreaſe of «Greg. 


Fiery 


harſh treatment hath made more 
ſtubborn, When the humble Pe- 


nitent reflects, that à merciful 


God is opening all his Treaſures 
12 to 


and Devotion. Endearing fa- 13. Bul. 
vours have gain'd thoſe whom omni. Dei. 


116 Of Jadulgences granted to 
to make the returning Sinner full 
partaker ot the Paſſion of Chriſt, 
remitting freely guilt and pain, 
his Soul is rais'd to the love of 
Preference; he bids the Creatures 
ſo much admir'd before, Adieu; 
Keep back; he leaves the Crowd, 
looſing himſelf in the love of 
Complecance, by rejoicing in ſo 
good a God, ſo Indulgent a Fa- 
ther, ' to a Slaye rather than a 
Son. When the ins are not on- 
ly forgiven, but there is heard an 

Luc. 7. abſolute, « go in Peace, thou art 

50. prepar'd for everlaſting Glgry; 

| the joyful ſinner, like Magdalen, 

1 burſts into Tears of perfect Con- 

| | trition and Love of God. 

1 IV. Nere are only ſet before the 

Sodaliſts, ſuch Indulgences as are 
granted to them by the Bull of Gre- 

1 gory the XIII. confirming the In- 

= © #Fitute, as he calls it, Ad perpetu- 

am rei memoriam, which are corrobo- 

rated by the Seraphical Sixtus V. 

and another expreſs Bul; and ap- 

prov'd by Clement VIII. Some of 
theſe are to be gaind by Con- 
feſſing and Communicating on 

days ; hereafter meatiqn'd ; o- 


ner 


Ch. 8. thoſe of the Sodality. 
thers by performing certain Cha- 
ritable duties towards their 


Neighbour. Thoſe of the Sta- 


tions within and without the 


Walls of Rome, may be obtain'd 


in any place where the Sodaliſts 
happen to be, by | ſaying our 
Lord's Prayer ſeven times over, 
and as often the Avgelical Salu- 
tation; for the following inten- 
tion. viz. To beg of God preſerva- 


tion and encreaſe of the Chriſtian 


Common-Mealth, the extirpation ef 
Herely, mutual and uni verſal Prace 
amonſt Chriſtian Princes, good ſuc- 
ceſs in pious undertakings to the 


b Vicar of Chriſt, with other Pray 
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b Greg, 


ers, as Devotion ſhall ſuggeſt; thus XIII. Bull 


through the infinite merits of omni. Dei. 


our Redeemer, they gain the 
ſame Indulgences, as if perſonally they 
did vifit the Churches of Rome, 
within and without the Walls, 
and had fully perform'd what is 

requir'd thoſe days appointed ©. 
e Stations were the Churches 
where Ancient Chriſtians met, ad- 
journing from place to place, and 
in a body, to offer joint Pray- 
ers to God for the good of Souls, 
EI and 


e Tbid. 
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Of Indulgences, &c, 


and preſent neceſlities of the 
Faithful. They were from the 
beginning priviledged with many 
ſpiritual favours. St. Gregory the 
Great, moſt deſervedly call'd the 
Apoſile of England, ealarg'd the 
Grants, which his Succeſſors af- 
terwards extended. The feweſt 
Indulgences of any Station are 
Ten Thouſand Years. Let 
them take notice that the 
obtaining of the following Tndul- 
gences, do's not in any wiſede- 
pend on the obſerving of the 
Rules directing to Regular living. 
The time and place of the Sta- 


25015 are as follow. 


Ch. 8. 


The Roman Stations. 


Advent. 


Irft Sunday, At Sta. Maria Ma- 


| jor. | 

Second Sunday, At the Holy Croſs. 
A Plenary. 

Third Sunday, At St. Peter's. 


Ember Week. 


Wedneſday, At Sta. Maria Major. 

Friday, At 58. Duod Apoſtol. A 
Plenary. | 

Saturday, At St. Peters. | 
Fourth Sunday, Adv. At SS. duod. 

| Apoſt. 

Chriftmas-Eve, At Sta. Maria Ma- 


or. 
Chriſtmas-Nighr, At the Chapel of 
the Crib in Sta. Maria Major. 
A Plenary. 
Chr iſtmas-Day, At Sta. Anaſtatia. 


A Plenary. 
* 14 Chriſt 
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Roman Stations. Ch. 8. 


 Chriſtmas-Day, Third Maſs, At Sta. 


Maria Major. 

St. Stephen 5-Day, At St. Stephen, 5 int 
Monte Celio. A Plenary. 

St. John's-day, At Sta. Maria Ma 
or. 

Holy 1 Tznocent's, At St. Paul. A Ple- 
nary. 


 New-Tear dq, At Sta. Maria trans 


Tiberim. A Plenary. 

T welfth-aay, At St. Peter g. A Ple- 
nary. 

Septuageſima Sunday, at St. Laurence, 
extra muros. A Soul out of Pur- 
gatory. 

Sexageſima Sunday, At St. Paul's. 


| Quinquageſi ima Sunday, At St. Pe- 


ter's, 


AWedneſaey, At sta. Sabina. A 


Plenary. 
Thurſuay, At St. George. 
Friday, At St. John and Paul. 


Sand, At St, 05-8 


e Firſ W eek in Lent. 


Sunday, At St. John Lateran. A 
Plenary. 


 Mondoy, 


Ch. 8. Roman Stations. 
Monday, At St. Peter i in Viuculis. A 


Plenary. 
Tueſday, At St. Anaſtatia.- A Ple- 
nary, and a Soul out of — 


Ty. 
Wedneſday, At Sta. Maria Major. 
Tho At st. Laurence in Paniſ- 
perna. A Plenary. 


Friday, At SS. Bed, Apoſt. A 


Plenary. 
Saturday, At St. Peter. A Plena 


TY. 
The Second Week in Lent. 
5 At Sta. Maria in Navicel- 


Mie, At St. Clement. 

Tueſday, At Sta. Balbina. 

Wedneſday, At Sta. Cecilia. 

Thurſday, At Sta. Maria trans Tibes 
rim. 

Friday, At St. Vitalis. 

Saturday, At St. Peter and St. Mar- 
cellinus, A Plenary. 


The 


tg 
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Roman "Stations. Ch. 8. 


& 


The Third Week in Lent. 


Sunday, At St. Laurence extra mu- 
ros, A Soul ont of Pugatory. 
Monday, At St. Mark. 

Tueſday, At St. Pudenti ana. 
Wedneſday, At St. Xiſtus. 

Thurſday, At SS. Coſmas and Dami- 
Friday, At St. Laurence in Lucina, 
Saturday, At Sta. Suſanna, A Ple- 
nary. 


The Fourth Week in Lent. 


Sunday, At the Holy Croſs. A Plena- 

ry, and a Soul out of Purgatory. 
Monday, At SS. Quatuer Coronati.. 
Tueſday, At St. Laurence in Dama 


"OI? 

Wedneſday, At St. Paul. 

Thurſay, At St. Silveſter and Mar- 
tin. | 


Friday, At St. Euſebius. 


Saturday, At St. Nicolas in carcere. 
X Plenary. 


| Paſſer 


In bk Wl 90 »$ PF. 
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Ch. 3. Ramm Stations, 


Paſſion Week. 


Sunday, At St. Peter. 
Monday, At St. Chryſogonus. 
Tueſday,” At St. Cyriacus. 
Wedneſday, At St. Marcellus. 
Thurſday, At St. Apollinaris. 


Friday, At St. Stephen. A hare ont 


of Purgatory. 
Saturday, At St. John ante 


ry. 


Hoh Meet. 


Palm Suma, At St. Jobs Laverne.” 


A Plenary. 


| E Traredes. A Plena- : 


Tug, At sta. Priſca. A Plena 


We alley, At Sta. Marin Major. 
A Plenary. 


2 At St. Jom Laterane- A 
| P e . 


Friday, At Holy Croſs. A Plenary. 


Saturday 


' 


portam 
Lain. A Soul out of Purgato- 


Ivy 


Roman Stations. 


Sat urday, At St. John Laterane. A 
Plenary. 


Eaſter Week. 


-A Plenary. 
yon At St. Peter. A Plena- 


Wedneſiy At St. e extra 
_ A Soul out of Purgato- 


mah, At SS. Duod. Apoſto. 
Plenary. 

Friday, At Sta. Maria Major. 

Saturday, At St. John Laterane. A 
Plenary. 

 Low-Sanday, At St. Pancratius. A 
Plenary. 

© St. Mark's-day, At St. Peter. 


Rogation Mert. 


Monday, At Sta. Meria Maier: 

8 Tueſday, At St. John Laterane. 

. At St. Peter. 6 
Aſcenſion 


Ch. 8. 


Eafter ds At Sta. Maria Major 


0 0 At St. Paul, A D 
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Ch. 8. Roman Stations) 
Aſcenſion-day, At St. Peter. | 
Whitſun-Eve, At St. 2 Lacan. 

A Plenary. 


E. hit ſon Week, 


M hit. Sunday, At St. Peter. A 
Plenary. 

Monday, At St. Peter in Vi n 
A Plenary. 

Tueſday, At Sta. Anaſtati a. 

Medneſday, At St. Maria Major. 

Thurſday, At St. Lurence ext. Muros. 
A Soul out of Purgatory. 

Friday, At SS. duod. Apaft. A Ple- 
nary. 

Saturday, At St. Peter. A Soul out 
of Purgatory. 


Ember Week in September. 


Wedneſday, At Sta. Maria Major. 
Friday, At SS. drod. Apoſt, A Ple- 
/ nary.) 

Saturday, At St. Peter. 


The End of the Roman Stations. 
| a 
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A plenary Indulg 


” 
203 


Tbe Nativity 


ence for all 


Sodaliſts who ſhall Confefs and 
Communicate upon any of the 


The Nativity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
The Aſcenſim of eur Lord, 

The Conception of the Bleſſed Virgin. 
of the Bleſſed Virgin. 
The Annunciation of the Bleſſed Virgin. 
The Aſſumption of the Bleſſed Virgin. 


. - Likewiſe they gain a Ple- 


upon the Day 


nary I 


they are taken into the Sodality 
of the Mother of God, and a 
| * is reſery'd for the hour of 
R t 1 | | 


An | Indulgence of one Year 
granted to all Sodaliſts who fhall 
perform any of the following 
works. | | 


In accompanying the Bodies of 


Sodaliſts, or any other of Chriſt's 


N to Eccleſiaſtical Buri- 


: if 


nd 
he 


Ch. 8. thoſe of the Sodalih. 


If by reaſon of Infirmity or 
* 9 — _— 

wit t hearin 
— Bell, they kneel down (if 
weakneſs will permit) and ſhall 
fay our Lord's Ppray yer, and the 
Angelical Salutation he the Soul 
departed, or for the- Sick Perſon 
for — the Bell Tolls. 

In being preſent at Publick or 
Private Meetings of the Congrega- 
tion. 

In being preſent at the Divine 
Office. 

In being preſent at Spiritual 
Exhortations , or Pious Collo- 


in Hearing Holy Maſs upon Days 


of no Obligation. 


l 1 
P : 
= l 
* 


In Examining their Conſciences | 


diligently at Nig 32 

In Viſiting & Sick in Hoſpi- 
tals or Private Houſes. _ 

In Viſiting thoſe who are de- 
tain'd in Priſon. 

In Reconciling Enemies and thoſe 
at diſcord, 


4 
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VIII. Theſe are the Indulgences grant- 5 


. 


ed at the foundation of the So- 


- dality of the Virgin Mother, Com- 


municated to all Sodaliſts the 
Chriſtian World over, where any 

of the Society of Jeſus ſhall have a 
Reſidence. They are to have a 
Catholick regard to ſo great trea- 
ſures, and deteſt the ſpirit of 
Novelty, when it ſhews it ſelf 
contrary to Roman practice. Some 
would perſwade the World, Chriſt 
left a Power to introduce Immor- 


rality. If the Sodaliſts gain but 


one Year, or prevent a few mi- 
nutes in Purgatory, they will find 
their time well employ'd. A 
Criminal upon the Rack would 
give a Kingdom to come off ſome 


moments ſooner, but a Soul 


in Torments would undergo many 
Martyrdoms to be releas'd one 
half hour ſooner, more for” the 


Bleſſing of ſeeing God, than 


= of Aenſe, alcho' Intollera- 

ic. | 
There are alſo Plenary” Indul- 
gences ſeveral days of every Month 
throughout the whole Year, which 
they will be acquainted with on 
Sundays 


Ch. 8. thoſe of the Sodality. 


Sundays for the following Week; 


only ſuch are ſet down here as 
carry evident certainty. Theſe 
may ſuffice to heighten their Love 
to an indulging Father, and 
make them grieve that he is ſo 
highly offended by ungrateful 
Creatures. This merciful method 
of God doth not enervate diſ- 
Cipline, but cauſes generous Souls 
to march faſt towards perfection: 
By contemplation” of ſo immenſe 
à goodneſs, they will perform 
their actions by a motive of pure 
love, without fear of Puniſhment, 
or hope ot Reward. 
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A Summary of Devotions the 
Sodaliſts are to Prattiſe, 


O the end there may be no 


2. occalion of a continual turn- 
ing over the Rules to know their 
duty, as likewiſe that by one view 


they. may take notice how little 
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A Summiry of Devotions the 


is requir'd. The Yearly, Month- 


ly, Weekly, and Daily Devotions 
are ſet before them, that with 
greater carneſtneſs and caſe, a 
performance may follow of what 
is expected or delired the So- 
daliſts ſhould obſerve. For the 
moſt part, they are ſuch Chriſtian 
practices, as they would fulfil, 
altho' they were not of the Con- 
gregation. The being a devoted 
Servant to the Bleſſed Virgin, 
ought not to make them more 
unwilling. Poſſibly they ſpend more 
time by much in care about their 
Souls, but doing ſomething in o- 
bedience to the Rule of the Mo- 
ther of God, will make the of- 
fering more grateful and meri- 
torious. Upon conſideration, this 
Tribute they pay to God, will 
appear but ſmall, for him who 
has prepar'd for them an happy 
Eternity. Three hours ſuffice for 
what 1s mention'd in the beginning 
of the Year, one hour for Month- 
ly duties, let them compute the 
reſt, and upon full reckoning, they 


will diſcover one ſingle Month to 


exceed by much their Yearly Zeal 
in 
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Ch. 9. Sodaliſts are to Practist. 


in Prayers and Spiritual Practices. 
What account of all the remain- 
der ? | | 
It is a moſt unhappy diſtribu- 
tion of time to aſſign the great- 


_ eſt part to the World, and 


remnants as it were calt away 
to God. To grudge the Creator 


and the Soul one Month in Twelve. 


The longeit Nights ſeem ſhort in 
ſinful Paſtime, whilſt one {ſingle 
hour in the Morning ſpent upon 


Eternal Truths appears an Age: 


Men looſe themſelves in Buſineſs, 
and are ſo enchanted with Toyes 
and Trifles, that they complain 
the Sun ſets too ſoon, when in 
one half hour of Meditation they 
think the Glaſs runs ſlowly. Ic 
ought to bring all the Blood wirh 
ſhame into the Face of a Chriſti- 
an, when he reflects that Slaves 


of Mammon will prevent the. 


Sun in Riling, and Sweat long 
days for contemptible Intereſt, 
whilſt Servants of God (moſt Men 
pretend to the Title) Murmur 
and Repine they are advis'd, for 
the good of their Soul, to any 
Trouble or Inconvenience. 
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A Summary of Devotions the 


The Sodaliſts' muſt not be to 
blind or mean ſpirited : They are to 
labour hard for Heaven, and will 
find the purchaſe at an exceſſive un- 
dervalue. They mult prepare hearts 
(were it poſlible) anſwerable to 
the greatneſs of God, and conclude 
far too little requir'd by the 
Rule of the Bleſſed Virgin. They 
muſt not be in the number of 
ſuch, who put the Pagan Queſtion, 
Few fhall we paſs the Day? To 
ſuch, for the moſt part, the De- 
vil returns full Anſwer. What 
ſpare time they have, let them 
beſtow it on God, who gives it, 
tis all his own; Particularly they 
are to forbid any voluntary neg- 


ligence in the performance of the 


following Devotions. Both Chap- 
ter and Rule 1s Added, that they 
may acquaint themſelves with the 
intention fully ſet down. 


Yearly 


* 
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Yearly Devotions. 


Solemn Profeſſion of Faith, IV. 
Chap. VI. Rule IIL | 

Reading the Rules in Advent and Lent. 
Chap. IX. Rule X. 

One Holy Communion, the Hearing of 
One /Aaſs, once our Bleſſed Lady's 
Office, and a pair of Beads for all 
living Sodaliſts. Chap. V. Rule 
III. 

One Holy Communion, the Hearing of 
One Maſs, and a Pair of Beaas for 
the Sonls of all Sodaliſts in Purgatory. 
Chap. VI. Rule III. 

Within the Octave of all Saints, the 
Hearing of One Maſs, and the Of 
fice of the Dead, for. the Souls of 
their own Congregation. Chap. VI. 

Kule VI. 

The Vigil of the Immaculate Concep- 

tion, to be kept Faſt, Chap. V. 

Rule XII, 
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A Summary of Devotions the 


Monthly Devotions, 


To frequent the Holy Sacraments upon 
days appointed. Chap. III. Rule 
The Hearing One Mafs, for thoſe of 
their own Sodality, and à pair of 
Beads for the ſame intention, 


Chap. VI. Rule IV. 


The long Litames of Saints for the 


Converſion of ſuch as are out of the 
Church of God. Chap. VII. Rule 
VII. 


Weekly Devotions. 


The Office of eur Bleſſed Lady upon 
Sundays and Holy Days. Chap, 
IV. Rule XII. 

On Saturdays the Litanies of Loretto. 
Chap. IV. Rule XII. 

The Pſalm Miſerere mei Deus for 
ail Enemies. Chap. VII. Rule 
Xl, 


Daily 


Ch. 9. Sodaliſts are to Practiſe. 


Daily Devotions. 
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At riſing in the Morning the Pray- VII. 


er, Holy Mary. Chap. IV. Rule 

1 | 

To be preſent at Holy Meſs, when 
rot inconuenient. Chap. III. Rule 

IX. 

The Corona of the Bleſſed Virgin, or 
the third part of the Roſary. Chap. 
IV. Rule XIII. 

One Pater and Ave in honour of their 
Montlily Patron. Chap. VI. Rule 
II. 

Examine of Conſcience at Night. Chap. 
V. Rule II. 


This is the little Mite they 
offer to the Creator of the Uni- 
verſe, this the ſmall Tribute they 
Pay to him, who wept and watcht 


VIII. 


a whole Nights in Prayer for them. Tag. 6, 
They ought to be afham'd, and 12. 


confound themſelves at the meaneſs 
of the return to a Redeemer, who 
told them with his heart lanc'd 
open, he lov'd b them to the end. 
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AS ummary of Devotions the 
Let them caſt in more mental 
Prayer, or Reading, according to 


their ſenſe of Gratitude, and ſo 
bring home the point, as to re- 


flect all time is loſt, * which Is 


IX. 


not ſpent to the honour and glo- 


ry of God. 8 | 
When any difficulty ſhall ariſe, 


concerning the intention of the 


precedent Rules, the doubtful are 


to make application to the Fa- 


ther of the Society of Jeſus, who 
governs the Congregation, and to 
underſtand them as he determines. 
Likewiſe when any Sodaliſt ſhall 
leave his uſual place of Abode, 
he is to deſire a Certificate from 
the Prefect of the Sodality, bear- 


ing Teſtimony that he is a Mem- 


ber of the Sodality of the Imma- 
culate Conception, to the end he may 
be admitted into the Congrega- 
tion, where he deſigns to fix and 
ſettle, if any ſuch be there; and 
and he is to Write every Vear 
the Prefect of his own Soda- 
ity. | 


[ They 


* 


Ch. 9. Sadaliſts are to Practiſe. 


They are to read over theſe 


Rules with great attention twice 


— 
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X. 


Vearly, according to their beſt 


convenience, in Lent and Advent. 


Ihe due conſideration of them, 
will cauſe devout Souls to row 
againſt the common ſtream of ſin- 
ful Mankind, and reliſh with con- 
tent ſuch Virtues as the diſtemper d 


World calls bitter. They will not 


be diſturb'd at humane changes, but 
ſmile at all falſe promiſes of the 
World; and putting themſelves 
into the hands of God's Mother, 
they will find by happy experi- 
ence, how truly it was ſaid that 
Bleſſings come * by Mary. 

Thoſe who are piouſly curious to 
know the ſpecial Favours: of the 
Immaculate Virgin to her devour So- 


daliſts, remarkable Apparitions, 


Succour in Diſtreſs, wonderful Pre- 
ſervation in time of Danger, mira- 
culous Cures, and happy Deaths, 
the Mother of God coming in Per- 


2 S. Bern, 


Serm. de 
Nativ. 


KI. 


EP 
4 
—« 


b Hiſtor. 


ſon to Protect them in ſharp Ago- Virg. 


nies, and to carry up their Souls in 
Triumph: Let them Read b Bonifa- 


© In An. 
4 Muſh- 


cius, Or © Benicins, or d Manuale So- pont. An. 
dalitatis, where is Collected or Inſer- 1633. 


ted 


0 
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ted the Hiſtorical part of the Soda- 

lity. They will alſo find there 

the heavy hand of Divine Juſtice 

upon ſuch as were Deſpiſers of 

the Inſtitute, or ſet themſelves 

to withdraw others from the 

Devotion. Enemies to God, for 

the moſt part are ſuch unto his 
Mother. 


3 CHAP. 
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Concerning the Second Congrega- 
tion of the Sodality. 


6 


H E Sodality of the Bleſſed 
Virgin had not been con- 
. hrm'd Two Years by Apoſtolical 
Authority, when Zealous Catho- 
licks began piouſly to complain 
that Students only under the So- 
ciety of Jeſus were partakers of ſo 
great Priviledges, and devoted 3 
Protection. This was the occaſion 
why Seraphical Sixtus V. expe- 
dited his Bull, * Superna diſpoſitione, * Cap.. 
(already mention'd) by which, to Num. 8. 
ſatisfy the flaming deſire of Chriſt's 
Faithful towards the Aother of God 4 
he impowers the General, and FE 

8 Vicare © 


* 
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Vicar-General of the Society, to 


Ere& diverſe Sodalities or Con- 
gregations throughout the Chri- 
ſtian World, even in the ſame 
place, according to the Qualir 


or Number of ſuch as ſhall deſire 


admittance, declaring all to be of 
the ſame body, and equally fa- 
vour'd with the ſame Spiritual 


priviledges. 


The Firſt and Second Congre- 
gation are not otherwiſe diſtin- 
guiſht, than the different employs 
oſ Mary and Martha, both of the 
ſame Family. The Sodaliſts of 


Quality, whom God has bleſt with 


ſuperabundance in Temporals, have 


both leaſure and reaſon. to medi- 


tate upon his ſingnlar favours, and 
ſpend more time in Prayer. They 
may ſit at the Feet of Jeſus, by 
aſſiſting daily at Holy Maſs, re- 
citing the Office of the Bleſſed 
Virgin, and by frequent Reading, 
hear the Word : Yet Martha mult 
not be. ſo ſolicitous or cumbred 
with Worldly concerns, as not 
to have due regard to b the one 
thing neceſſary, Eternal Salvation. 
Wherefore the Sodaliſts of the 

Second 
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Second Congregation are to look 
upon the aforeſaid Rules and In- 
ſtructions as directed to them- 
ſelves, ſo far as ſuits with their 
Calling and Circumſtances: The 
Father of the Society, who go- 
verns the Congregation being con- 
ſulted, will let them underſtand 
and appoint how they are to 
comply with what is ſet down, 
and in what their ſtate exempts 
them. Let them ſometimes ad- 
viſe with him, or any other pru- 
dent Director, how to live up 
to what they profeſs. 

It cannot but be of a ſenſible 


24 


comfort, to thoſe who in the. 


a Sweat of their Face do Eat their 
Bread, that the calling to Tem- 
poral Inconveniencies reſembles in 
ſome ſort the humble Life of the 
Son of God, ſtil'd by haughty 
Jews the Carpenters Sow; Con- 
tinual Toil ſeems dignify'd by the 
word Incarnate, who was © in La- 
hours from his Youth, He who with 
a few Fiats, rais'd out of nothing 
the vaſt Univerſe, caſting away to 
Worms of the Earth, Crowns and 


Scepters, himſelf was born of a 
Poor 


242 . APPENDIX. Chap. 10. 


Poor Mother, Maintain'd by a La- 
borious Artificer, and choſe the 
Cottage of Nazareth for his 
dwelling place. This might be 
ſufficient to confound proud Mor- 
tals in their practices, unleſs they 
preſume with Blaſphemy, to ſay, 
God was Deceiv'd, the World 
Errs not. 

They are therefore to take up 
the painful Burden with a gene- 
rous mind, walking after the Vir- 
gir's Son by conformity of will, 
to the Creator's Fatherly ap- 
pointments. They muſt offer up 
every Morning to the Honour 
and Glory of God, all the fore- 
ſeen Labours of that day, in U- 
nion with his Sufferings, who 
fainted under a heavy Croſs, aſ- 
cending towards Mount Calvary. 
Let them rejoice in God's Go- 
vernment, not wiſhing the affairs 
of the World in reſpe& of them- 
ſelves to gootherwiſe. They may 
take complacence, for not being 
concernd in 'that terrible threat : 


4 5 6. 4 Wo unto you Rich Men, becauſe 


24. 


you have your Conſolation, as if hap- 
0 _ pineſ 


CF 
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pineſs here and hereafter were 
inconſiſtent. 

Experience daily demonſtrates 
the precious advantage of Learn 
ing, to conſider and ponder eter- 
nal Truths. Meaneſt Capacities 
can for whole hours ſtudy and 
contrive how to live convenient- 
ly. Let them learn the holy em- 
ployment of Thoughts to live 
Chriſtianly. Who has not the gift 
of diſcourſing with bimſelf, muſt 
imitate the Inhabitants of Barren 
Countries, who fetch neceſſary com- 
modities from more fruitful Soils - 
He may take up ſome moving 
Book, as the Following of Chris, 


Read a Period or two, and ſtop 


where he finds impulſe, to reaſon 
a ſhort while on that, and re- 


ſolve, then to proceed on in Rea- 


ding. The will of Man is a 
blind power, goes not towards 
Virtue, unleſs it be handed for- 
ward by the underſtanding. This 
diſcourſive faculty is alſo dark'ned 
to that degree by the lamentable 
effects of Original and Actual fin, 


that it ſees not truth clearly, ex- 


cept by ſerious and frequent con- 
&ideration 
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ſideration of the Four laſt things. 

This may be a material Rule in 

all deliberations; to reſolve and 
conclude as they would wiſh to 

have done, when gaſping for 

Breath, at the frightful hour of 
Death, or ſtanding terrify'd- before 
the Judgment Seat, to receive the 
Fatal and Eternal Sentence. 

All Sodaliſts under command, 

muſt reflect that they have op- 
portunity of exerciſing a peculiar 

Vertue of Chriſt their Lord, who 

* Lac. z. was not only * /ubjef to his Pa- 
51. rents, but » made obedient unto 
b Philid. Death. A willing and obedient 
—« * 3 Man, ſhall ſpeak Victories, and up- 
21. 28, Ou all occaſions enlarge his con- 
queſts by ſubduing the perverſeſt 

Enemy, his own relucting will. 

Wherefore they are to reſiſt man- 

fully all the ſtruglings of repining 

EC Nature, and perform cheerfully 
what they are enjoyn'd. They 

muſt reflect cis done for his ſake, 

who gave example and command 

« 1 Pet, of 4 being ſubjet to every humane 
2.13 Creature 725 God, for ſo is his will. 
Parents and Maſters commanding 
lawfully, muſt be look't on as 

0 Chriſt 


222 — — ft ob oy ws Yan wi m_ 1 ed hed ed & oo a $ ER 0 


Ch. 6. 4 PEN DIX 146 


Chriſt appointing what is to be 


done. If then at any time they 


are enjoying themſelves in Re- 


collection, and | ſhall be call'd by 
ſome Temporal -Employment, let 
them like Samuel, riſing out of a 
ſweet Slumber move quickly, as 
if commanded from Heaven, ſaying 


to themſelves, * here I am, becauſe * 1 Sam: 
thou didſt call me. Upon many oc- 3+ 5 
caſions, b Obedience is better than d f Sams 
Sacrifice, for to reſiſt is rankt 5.22 


with the ſin of Sorcery, and ſtub- 
bornneſs in not acquieſcing is 
like to Idolatry. Servile work 
per form'd by the Rule of Duty 
and Self-denial is more pleaſi 
to God, than miſplac'd Hours in 
Prayers. | 

Such Sodaliſts as have care of 


Families, are to look upon thoſe 


under them, as Servants of G 
not Slaves. Many Perſons in Au- 
thority ſo Imperiouſly Lord it o- 
yer. others, as it their Education 
had been at Tripoli or Tunis, where 


Unfortunate Creatures Tugging 
at the Oar are Barbarouſiy Abu» 
ſed after all Pains taken. It will 
have a good effect, if they ask them- 

N * ſelves 


v 
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ſelves often the Queſtion” holy 
Job calm'd © himſelf with: © What 


31. 13. ſhall I do when God riſeth up to 


Fudge, and when he requires, what 


hal-] Anſwer him ? Did not he 
thut made me in the Womb make 


him? The holy Iumean deſpiſed 


not to hear his Servant reaſon a- 


gainſt him, aud condemn himſelf, 
when culpable. Becauſe God 
made them both in the ſame 
Mold, and at judgment they are 
to ſtand upon the ſame Level. Tis 
dreadful to deſpiſe or mortify 
the meaneſt Perſon Redeem'd by 
Chriſt - Our Lord reſents the Af- 
front as offer'd to himſelf, _ and 
will rebuke the Injuries before all 
trembling Mankind, ſaying, * As 
long as you did it to one of. theſe 
wy leaft Brethren, you did it to 
me. "I e 
When any one ſhall have ful- 
fill'd his duty, according to his 
beſt endeavours, in his proper 
ſtation, and by ſome unaccounta- 
ble Tempers ſhall find himſelf 
humbled and vilify'd, let him re- 
joice upon ſuch occations, becauſe 
more reſembling his Lord and 
Maſter. 


e 
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2 


dl on ˙²˙¹i-A·˙můà. UU 6 © £5: of iS. 


Maſter, - Let him call to mind; 
that he ſerves a Crucity'd Saviour, 
who ill treated and injur'd all, 
manner of ways, taught his Ser- 
vants a holy revenge to excuſe, 
malicious Tongues, and pray for 
bloody Crucifyers. This the Ori- 
ginal he is to Copy, overcoming 
a in Good the Evil. He will find * Rom. 
fi agular comfort in this Chriſtian 12+ 21. 
practice. If the cratcy Enemy ſug- 
geſts his becoming contemptible 
by ſubmiſſion, let him repeat after 
Royal David, I will be yet more vile b 2 Sam. 
and baſe in my own. yes, Sacrifi- &. 22. 
cing the | deareſt thing to God, 
Self love and Honour. 
Altho' they be not able to be- 
ſtow much in Alms, let them 
give willingly their Mites 3 © God © 2 Cor. 
loves a chearful giver, The poor 9+ 7: 
Widow: that caſt into the Trea- 


ſury of the Temple One Farthing, 


gave more than all by the ſentence 

of the infallible Judge, who ballan- 

ced the. Two Mites with hand- 

fuls and heaps of Gold and Sil- 

ver, flung in by Scribes and Pha- 

riſes, Theſe d of their abundance, 4 far 

calt in; ſhe gave all hey. living. 12. 44. 
| A Per- 
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perchance, ſaying at the ſame time, 
Lord, behold Two Mites! Were 
they Two Kingdoms in this man- 
ner they ſnould be given you. Fer- 
vorous intention gives worth and 
weight to incon{iderableAlms-deeds? 
At leaſt they may afford plenti- 
ful Charity to needy Souls, in 
the intenſe pains of Purgatory, 
For theſe they may offer up their 
Foils and Troubles in order to 
releaſe them from the place of 
Torment. Compaſſion towards theſe 
Blefled Souls 1s earneſtly recom- 
mended to all Sodaliſts. The grate- 
ful Spirits, no doubt will remem- 
ber the favour, when coming be- 
fore the Throne of Grace, they 
will beg Bleſſings for Benefactors, 
who were highly Inſtrumental in 
freeing them from a ſuffering 
ſtate, to be ſetled Saints in Glo- 
Pet. Dam. xy. f 


Se, As they will not fail to pay 
de laud. the daily Debt to God of gtate- 
Virg, S. ful acknowledgment, for much 
Antonin. Grace and many Favours, ſo this 
4. P. T. may be numbred with the reſt, of 
14. dai. being calld to the Sodality of 
nund. in the Mother of God. Tis. a plous 


Marc. opinion 
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opinion, ſtanding both upon 


2 tender devotion to the Bleſſed 


100 


found” _ 
Authority and ſolid  Reafon,. that 


Virgin prognoſticates eternal haf 
pineſs. He, who finds the Mother 


of God propitious by frequently 


beſeeching her, prepares his way 
to Salvation. Great power and 


goodnefs are ſtrong arms which 
draw ſinners out of danger, the 
Bleſſed Virgin is happy in both.” 


The greateſt of Kings thought it 


his duty, to ſay, * My Mother * 3 Regs 
all, for it behoveth not that I tum 2. 20. 
away thy Face. The Immaculate 


Mother is more powerful than 
Bethſabee, being her Omnipotent 
Son is more than Salomon. Let the 
Nine Quires of Glorious Spirits 
fall down before the Throne of 
God, Jet all the Saints of Chriſt's 
Church, both Militant and Tri- 
umphant lie proſtrate and peti- 
tioning, her Sole deſire and Pray- 
er will plead the cauſe of Sin- 
ners more efficaciouſly than all the 
reſt together ; becauſe the Almigh- 
ty loves the Bleſſed Virgin alone, 
b more than all the Saints. Her 
tenderneſs for Mankind goes hand 


bSuar,z, 


p. Tom. 
2. diſput. 
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in hand with her power. She is 


Aug. 
apud. S. 


Bonaven. 


in ſpec. 
M. 

d Prov. 
8. 17. 


more Solicitous for us than all the: 
Saints e. But although -ſhe ſeems 
concern'd for all whom Chrift- Re- 
deem'd, yet in a ſpecial manner 
ſhe loves thoſe who love her 4. 
'Tis connatural for minding Pa- 
rents to take more notice of 
Children that reſpect their Ti- 
tle, and obſerve their Orders. Let 
the Sodaliſts comport themſelves 
like dutiful Sons, and have full 
aſſurance that the Bleſſed Virgin 


. will ſhew her ſelf the * of 
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